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The ATM machine open during repairs after the foiled attempt to 
steal the machine out of the Student Center. 


ATM theft attempt 
foiled by security 


By STEVEN M. GILLEO 
News Editor 


At 11:20 on Nov. 25, four men 
wearing ski masks attempted to steal 
the ATM machine located in the F 
building lobby. According to Eagle 
Security Chief 
Glen Beal, the per- 
petrators seemed to 
know when securi- 
ty changed shifts, 


and when the 
machines would be day before. 
filled. 


“The machine 
had been filled just 
the day before,” 
Beal said. “And the 
perpetrators appeared to know it.” 

The first security officer on the 
scene noticed the set of blue double 
doors closest to the exit propped 
open with the ATM machine and 
radioed the incident in to the security 
office. 

The four perpetrators apparently 
fled outside of the building and were 
hiding in the bushes. A gold car and 
a green van, stolen from Lowell, 
according to Haverhill Police 
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The machine had 
just been filled the 


—Glen Beal 


Detective Lt. Rick Farro, picked the 
suspects and fled the scene. 

An NECC security car followed 
the van and the car to the highway 
and radioed the direction and plate 
numbers to report back to the police. 

Beal, in a serious tone said, “I’m 

just glad that nobody 
walked in and 
got hurt.” 

sae tints Ue 
machine was 
out of service 
for about two 
weeks, causing 
inconvenience 
to students and 
faculty. 

NECC stu- 
dent Lynn 
Caldwell said, “I’ve only got twenty 
minutes for lunch. I forgot my 
money at home and the cafeteria does 
not accept debit cards, so looks like 1 
will have to settle for Sun chips and a 
soda from the bookstore”. 

The stealing of ATM’s was made 
popular by the movie “Barber Shop.” 
Fortunately, the heist was unsuccess- 
ful thanks to a heads up security team 
and four inept malefactors. 
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Lecture Hall A: The new stage? 


Performing Arts 
department could 


finally get its stage 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


With the new technology build- 
ing set to be built, the performing 
arts department may actually get its 
stage as well. The solution: turn 
Lecture Hall A into a new theater. 
Although the decisionis not definite, 
the Board of Trustees Chairman 
Byron Matthews was the one who 
suggested the change and the Board 
has been very supportive. President 
David Hartleb is optimistic about the 
change. 

“We are just 
waiting for some fig- 
ures from the archi- 
tecture,” Hartleb 


or two we should 
know. We will defi- 
nitely have to do 
some fund raising.” 

Taking the very 
under utilized lec- 
ture hall makes sense, but a lot of 
work would have to be done. 

“This wasn’t the first time this 
has come up,” Hartleb said. “When 
we first started looking at it we want- 
ed to knock out the back wall to build 


space. 


Most of the panel 
expressed opinions 


more than facts 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


With all the talks going on about 
possibly going to war with Iraq, 
NECC held a faculty forum, spon- 
sored by the Contemporary Affairs 
Cluba and the Observer, on Noy. 20 
to discuss the pros and cons of going 
to war. Roughly 60 people sat in 
attendance with their minds open to 
the views of five faculty members. 

John Osborne of the Natural 
Sciences Department joined William 


the stage, but there is a structural 
beam there.” 

Building the stage, putting in an 
HVAC system, proper lighting and 
having handicapped access are the 
major issues Hartleb is concerned 
with. 

While waiting for the decision, 
Susan Sanders, head of the fine arts 
department, sets up the gym for a 
dance recital. Hanging lights from a 
backboard are some of the conditions 
the dance group has to deal with 
when they put on a performance, but 
the idea of the new stage may not be 
much better. 

“It will be great for music and 
theater,” Sanders said. “But chal- 
lenging for dance. The stage will be 


really small, they won’t be able to 
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It will be nice to at least have something 
explained. “In a week that looks more like a performance 


—Susan Sanders 


leap off stage.” 
Sanders explained the stage has 


/been shot down three times since she 


has been with NECC and hopes this 
time it will work. 
“We’re willing to be supportive,” 


Heineman, Steve Corvi, Stephen 
Russell and Arthur Barlas, all from 
the History and Government 
Department, to discuss the matter at 
hand. 

Professor Heineman was the first 
to speak and seemed to be the only 
one who was pro-war. Heineman 
described the history of Iraq and why 
it is important to go to war with 
Saddam Hussein. 

Citing examples, such as, in 
1980 Hussein invaded Iran and start- 
ed an eight-year war with damaged 
oil as a result. In 1990, Hussein 
invaded Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 
Israel this time oil refineries were set 
on fire. 

“We’ve [U.S.] long had an inter- 
est in relationships with a stable 
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The inadequate lighting system 


used for the “Stillpoint” dance 
recital, which, due to lack of perfor- 
mance space, is held in the gym. 


Sanders said. 
support us.” 


“If they are willing to 


The proposed 
space is much larger 
than the existing Top 
Notch Theater, which 
has roughly just five 
rows of seats, but it is 
sufficient for a the- 
ater? Sanders 
explained the back- 
stage area will still be 
slim, in Top Notch the 
backstage area is virtually non-exis- 
tant. 

“T applaud the efforts of Byron 
Matthews for bringing this to the 
table,” Sanders said. “It will be nice 
to at least have something that looks 
more like a performance space.” 


War with Iraq? Faculty debates 


Pete Edgerly photo 
Professor William Heineman 


tells the audience why we 
should go to war. 


Middle East,” Heineman explained. 
“They are a source of our oil and we 
need to keep the oil safe.” 


See War, page 6 
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Why wasn’t there a 
better selection for 
spring classes? 


Signing up for classes for the 
spring semester was not a fun or 
easy task. While many students 
need their last five classes or so to 
graduate in May, the selection was 
slim. 

Can someone please explain 
why there is a full page of ESL 
classes, but just a few literature and 
history classes were available? 

Don’t all of the associate 
degree programs require the core 
English, math, history and science 
classes? Is it due to lack of full- 
time faculty members that have 
been spread pretty thin the past few 
semesters? 

The core classes that are being 
offered are also at the same time. 
Last time we checked students 
could not be in Spurk for a lit class 
and in the E building for science at 
the same time. Believe us, if we 
could clone ourselves, the spring 
semester would be the time to do it. 

How many times did you have 
to write your schedule down before 
you actually had all your classes 
and scheduled at the right times? 

What about adjunct faculty 
members? Did you ever notice if 
you have a full-time faculty mem- 
ber your class is roughly 18-20 stu- 
dents, but in the adjunct classrooms 
there are more like 25-30 students? 


If you do have an adjunct 
teacher chances are they also do 
not have an office or office hour, 
which is also unfair to the students. 

Did you receive the message 
from the registrar’s office telling 
you to register early? 

Well, it would have been nice 
to have a few more selections to 
help us register. How can you reg- 
ister early if you can’t even get the 
classes you need? 

Registering for your final 
semester at NECC should be a fun, 
exciting event, but to most it just 
added headaches. 

Just when you think you had all 
the right classes and everything 
was ready to go, you realized you 
had two classes scheduled for the 
same time. 

Again, cloning is not an option. 

We hope in the future the selec- 
tion of classes suits everyone’s 
needs. 

On another note, do you think 
turning Lecture Hall A into the new 
theater is a creative idea or just a 
way of silencing the performing 
arts department? 

Personally, we think that debate 
is still open. While the technology 
departments on campus get a build- 
ing just for them, the performing 
arts department has to wait for 
numbers to come back before a 
desicion can even be made. There 
are still no guarentees the change is 
going to happen. 
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How do you feel about the lower 
availability of classes this spring? 


Andrew Provencal, History/Theater 
“It really stinks. Most students came 
here for a friendly learning experi- 
ence and the school is being cut 
down by budget cuts. It makes it 
harder for people to get their 
degrees.” 


Miranda Pollard, Undecided 
“This is my first semester here so I 
can only say it’s good.” 


Enrique Guzman, Liberal Arts 
“It’s bad. You used to have classes 
that the school doesn’t have any- 
more.” 


Michael Boucher Photos 


Heather Kay, Music 
“That kinda sucks.” 


Karina Rodriquez, Psychology 
“It’s bad because it brings down the 
choices students can take.” 


Dorian Tsiplakis, 

Physical Education 

“It didn’t affect me because I signed 
up for classes early so I got in all the 
classes I wanted.” 


—_— 
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National health care is the cure Accept bisexuality 


It would solve many 
problems if we had 
national health care 


It would be 
so easy to go 
into a hospital 
and be cared for 
without think- 
ing about it. 
Most people 
have health care 
through _ their 
workplace or 
school. Some 
people aren't 
lucky enough to be able to afford 
anything form of health care. It isn’t 
fair. A land consid- 
ered free and equal 
should have a nation- 
al health care system. 

National health is 
the future. Some 
countries have it. It’s 
a wonderful thing for 
Pveet-yub0 dy». 
Everybody receives 
equal health care. 
You can go to your 
doctor whenever you feel sick and 
you don’t have to worry about the 
extremity of the bill. Even in some 
countries that have national health 
care, the homeless can see a doctor 
and they won’t be required to pay 
anything. 

Many 
believe 
health care causes 
more problems than 
health equality. This 
is untrue. It is the 
poor management 
and policy making of 
politicians who 
screw up the system. 
Equal health care needs to be main- 
tained by taxing appropriately. A bil- 
lionaire doesn’t pay the same amount 
of money in taxes as a middle class 
person would. A mere two percent of 
everyone’s paycheck should go to 
national health care. This means that 
someone who earns more money will 
maintain the balance in health fund- 
ing while average income earners 


will still do their part. This also 
means everybody can receive good 
health care with all the benefits they 
need. 

In the roller coaster economy we 
are in now, I am concerned about 
health care. Maybe I'll get a job but it 
will be part time thus in most cases 
without benefits. Part time benefits 
are not a solution. Usually part time 
benefits cover the basic health needs 
and most of the time that doesn’t 
include dental coverage. All I want to 
know is where do I go to when | 
don’t have coverage? Where do I go 
for good health coverage? You know 
the coverage that helps to pay for 
checkups and necessary surgery and 
prescriptions too! 

Maybe if I am lucky I can man- 
age not having health care and Ill 
pay the high cost bills when I get 
seriously sick. I can’t go to see the 
doctor when I want if I sprain my 


a Gt 


National health care would be so cool. It’s 
another one of those things you won't 
have to worry about. 


ankle. I'll have to do what I think is 
best. If I need surgery, I'll have to 
wait until I’m bleeding to death to 
see a doctor. 

It sounds crazy but medical bills 
aren’t easy to pay. I know how high 


skeptics program 

national 5 6 FAFSA that gives 
In the roller coaster economy we are in 
now, I am concerned about health care. 


they can be. Sometimes if you don’t 
say you have health coverage the 
receptionist frowns because they 
know they can’t do anything for you. 
If you say you do have some cover- 
age, you'll be waiting in the waiting 
area for about 5 to 50 minutes. 
Wouldn’t it be great to wait in the 
waiting area and not being angry that 
you are paying for this and the nurse 


takes forever to see you? With 
national health care you wouldn’t 
care so much. Especially after that 
second wait for the doctor, national 
health care looks better and better. 
With doctors being paid by the gov- 
ernment, you know they won’t get 
unreasonably large sums of money. 
And with the extra money that’s not 
being paid to them, you can give it to 
new doctors. More doctors, less wait- 
ing. 

Transferring from one medical 
practice to another would be easier 
because every practice will know and 
understand what coverage and policy 
you have. This also makes for quick- 
er emergency care. | wouldn’t want 
to be seriously injured and then has- 
sled by whomever about who is my 
health care provider. All you should 
need is your social security number 
on a card as identification because 
you won’t need to have your old 
health care 
provider’s card. 

Anything that 
involves dental 
work should be 
covered. Teeth are 
just as important 
as anything in or 
outside your body. 
Dentists earn too 
much so their pay 
will be cut so 
more dentists can be hired. More 
dentists, less waiting. 

National health care would be so 
cool. It’s another one of those things 
you won’t have to worry about. If 
others don’t agree to this, maybe 

there should be a 
like 


you loans and dis- 
counts to pay 
medical bills. The 
point is that there 
should be equal 
health care in 
society. It should 
be easily accessi- 
ble and attainable by anyone. Plus 
there shouldn’t be anyone that is 
denied decent health care because 
they lack the income. If people want 
to have more healthy people in this 
country they should promote national 
health care. Only after all of us get 
this, we can all get to live long and 
prosperous lives. 


When I was coming out, my 
worst fear was not that people would 
know I wasn’t straight, but that they 
would know I was bisexual. I was 
afraid of being shunned from both 
sides. People might think I was try- 
ing to be trendy or trying to get the 
best of both worlds. I wouldn’t fit in 
with either group. 

Why does bisexuality have such 
a stigma attached to it? We’re con- 
stantly being shown that politicians, 
religions, or TV executives don’t 
take this particular orientation seri- 
ously. Bisexuals are shown as wild, 
irresponsible, and greedy. Half the 
time people won’t even admit that 
it’s a legitimate orientation. 

There are no bisexual characters 
on television, at least none that the 
networks will admit to. Most bisex- 
ual characters are portrayed as 
weirdos, “confused” or simply 
glossed over. Characters are rarely 
ever allowed to clearly and officially 
date both sexes. Writers will jump 
through the stupidest hoops in order 
to change a character from one ori- 
entation (straight) to the other (gay) 
without just admitting that people 
can be bi. 

The other end of the spectrum is 
that the ‘bi’ concept is evil. If you 
pay close attention to popular media, 
you might pick up the message that 
the only people who are bi are either 


villains, or greedy  partiers. 
Bisexuals spread AIDS, bisexuals 
can’t be trusted, and bisexuals are 
immoral. In a series of books by 
Mary Wings that feature lesbian 
themed murder mysteries, the only 
bisexual character ever to be repre- 
sented was a slimy minion of trash 
TV who took pleasure in hurting 
people. 

I’ve heard stories of lesbians 
who mistrust bisexual women 
because they fell in love with one, 
only to be left for a man. While I 
don’t doubt that it happens, what dif- 
ference does it make whether she 
took up with a man, ora woman? If 
someone is going to cheat, they can 
just as easily cheat on you with their 
own gender. 

I believe that most people are 
monogamous, but just because they 
might be attracted to both genders it 
doesn’t mean they aren’t capable of 
committing to one person. If some- 
one is honest and upfront about their 
preferences, it spares both partners a 
lot of pain. 

This problem is just as much of 
an issue in the world of heterosexual 
dating, so I do not believe that it’s 
the fault of bisexuals alone. I want a 
relationship just as much as anyone 
else would and I don’t like being 
labeled as bad because of the way I 
was born anymore than I like being 
labeled as bigoted because I’m reli- 
gious, or stupid because I’m 
American. 


Send us your comments and 


questions to the Observer. 


Send Emails to: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Or drop letters off in our newsroom in 
F-129, the Behrakis Student Center 


Barnyard |Reader complains about a story 


Dear Editor, 


After reading the article in the 
most recent edition of the Observer 
regarding the bathrooms, I couldn’t 
resist commenting on the state of 
unsanitation that is a continuous 
problem in the ladies room. It has lit- 
tle to do with the janitors, and every- 
thing to do with the female student 
body. 

The toilets are often urinated on 
instead of in, seldom flushed, and 
because there are no toilet seat covers 
available, quite unsanitary. Did | 
mention the sanitary napkins left for 
the unsuspecting? 

It is almost impossible to find a 
good seat on campus; this has been 
the case since I began attending 
NECC in May 2001. 


Regina Weeks 
Human Services 


Dear Editor, 


I am writing to express my dis- 
may at the article in the front page of 
the NECC Observer of Nov. 6, 2002 
(“Weber: Tensions in the Middle East 
are result of US support of Israel,” by 
Steven M. Gilleo). The article is inap- 
propriate for a publication of an insti- 
tute of higher learning for the follow- 
ing reasons: 

The headline is inflammatory, 
and does not describe correctly the 
content of the presentation, which, 
according to the article, covered a 
wide range of topics. Yet reading the 
headline leads one to the conclusion 
that the talk only focused on the 
Middle East crisis. 

The article is full of unsubstanti- 
ated allegations, including the one 
prominently present in the headline. 
The speaker (or is it the article’s 
author) fails to provide facts in evi- 


dence of the claim that the current 
“tensions in the Middle East are the 
result of the United States’ support 
for Israel.” According to the article, 
Weber claims the “The dispute 
between Israel and Palestine do not 
date back to the Crusades but rather 
World War I.” It fails to provide proof 
for such a claim. Further, the article 
ignores the reasons for, and the 
process of the creation of the State of 
Israel. It also fails to mention that 
despite the fact that Israel is the 
ONLY true democracy, and the only 
true and loyal friend to the US in the 
Middle East, the US also supports 
several Arab nations, including 
Egypt, Jordan, and Saudi Arabia. 
Some of the topics have been 
taken out of context. The article 
reports that Weber proposed a 
Marshal Plan (sic), but mixes his 
comments with the lack of hospitals 
in the Palestinian-controlled areas. It 


fails to mention that the Palestinian 
Authority (PA) receives huge sums of 
money from the international com- 
munity. This money goes to (1) the 
pockets of the leaders of the PA, and 
(2) to support terrorist activities 
against Israel. The PA leaders, instead 
of investing the money they have 
received for the last 10 years in 
schools, hospitals, infrastructure and 
services to their people, continue to 
use it to fund their personal bank 
accounts and the war of attrition 
against Israel. As Abba Eban, an 
Israel statesman who died this past 
Monday, said a long time ago, 


“Yasser Arafat [the Palestinian 
Authority Chairman] has never 
missed an opportunity to miss an 
opportunity.” 


Since it is hard to tell from the 
article who is to blame for presenting 
such a factually incorrect, slanted 
view, I would like to suggest that (1) 


a correction be published, and (2) in 
the future, the College invite speakers 
who are capable of presenting more 
balanced and factual views. As an 
institute of higher learning, this col- 
lege has the moral responsibility to 
not miss the opportunity to educate its 
students by presenting the whole 
truth based on facts, not misinforma- 
tion generated when facts are distort- 
ed and taken out of context. 


Ethel Schuster, Ph. D. 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Computer 
and Information Sciences 
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The U.S. is doing the 
right thing with Israel 


The US. 
should continue to 
back Israel, both as 
a matter of faith 
and as well as of 
principle. Why is 
it a matter of prin- 
ciple? Israel is the 
only jewel of Democracy and 
freedom in a sea of tyranny found 
in the Middle East. Moreover, the 
land known today as Israel was a 
barren, fruitless wasteland of 
nomads for two thousand years 
until the Israelites were given the 
land back. It’s like the young boy 
who picks up the flat football on 
the playground that nobody 
wantes, blew it up and gave it 
value. It was not until the land 
was given back to the Israelites that it 
began to be fruitful and prosper. Why 
are we surprised that now the 
Palestinians want the land for them- 
selves? 

Regarding faith, Israel is now a 
great nation, just as God said it would 
be in the Holy Bible. It was said in 
the book of Genesis that the land of 
Israel would be given to the descen- 
dants of Abraham. “I promise to give 
your descendants all this land from 
the border of Egypt to the Euphrates 
River” (Gen. 15:18). I’m not a Bible 
Scholar but the scripture seems pret- 
ty self-explanatory. 

Then there is the issue of turning 
against Israel. “I 
will make your 
descendants 
strangers in the land. 
They will be treated 
cruelly for hundreds 
of years, but I will 
punish the nation 
that enslaves them” 
(Gen. 15:16). God 
could be talking 
about when the 
Israelites were enslaved by Egypt, 
the Holocaust, or perhaps could be 
talking about right now. I don’t 
know, I’m not an expert. All | know 
is that I would not want to be the 
nation that feels the fury of God. 


Is it really wise to 
disavow God’s 
chosen people? 


Are history and the Bible just a 
coincidence? I don’t think so but 
read the given information and be the 
judge for yourself. Regarding 
Israel’s promises by the Lord, 
Ezekiel 35:29 says, “The heathen 
nations will not plunder them any- 
more...they will live in safety and no 
one will terrify them. I will give 
them fertile fields and put an end 
to hunger in the land.” This has 
happened. Ezekiel 38:24 says, 


“T will take you from every 
nation and country and 
bring you back to your own 
land.” This too, has hap- 
pened and is continuing to 
happen. 

The truth is simply stated 
that the Lord blesses nations 
that support Israel (Genesis 
12:3). They are HIS people. 
Would it not make sense to be 
right with God’s chosen people? 
When the US supported the re- 
instatement of Israel, did we not 
then become the greatest and most 
prosperous nation in history? The 
answer is YES! 

To turn our 
backs on Israel 
would be a ter- 
rible mistake. 
Would it be the 
easy thing to 
do? Probably. 
But the right 
thing is not 
always the pop- 
ular thing, just 
as the popular 
thing is not always the right thing. 
We are fortunate to have a President 
who knows this, and as a country we 
MUST remain supportive of the 
Nation of Israel. 


Israel does not 
deserve U.S. support 


I'm just so 
disgusted — with 
this whole 
Palestinian/Israeli 
crisis. I wish it 
would just end. 
The problems 
i. | continue to grow 
between these two rivaling nations 
because the United States sup- 
ports the Israelis by giving them 
weapons and financial aid. 

The United States doesn’t 
even have a valid reason to 
why they are supporting Israel 
besides they need a reliable 
ally in the Middle East. The 
rest of the Middle East does- 


n’t like this kind of support. 
Wouldn’t this be more of an issue 
than trying to protect one country? 
Israel isn’t even a valid asset to the 
United States. 

My argument is that the Israelis 
don’t even belong in that area. It’s 
Arab land. I don’t care what hap- 
pened thousands of years ago with 
the Jewish peo- 


plescor the 
ancient past. 
That’s old 
news. More 


recently in the 
past 200 years, 
Arabs owned 
and controlled 
that area. You 
can compare 
this settlement 
to early US 
history. There once were Native 
Americans on this land and then 
there were English. This country has 
been controlled by everyone else 


own 


it over? 


except the Native Americans. We 
never tried to give the land back. 
Now back to the original issue, why 
now would you say the Jews deserve 
to have that land when the Arabs had 
it before? Wouldn’t that be hypocrit- 
ical? 

It only makes sense that the 
Arabs have full control of the land 
occupied by Israelis. It’s in a pre- 
dominate Arab area and it’s really out 
of place. It would be like if Europe 
had a piece of the land that went to a 
decent sized group of Africans. Such 
a country would be looked down 
upon. 

Historically the Arabs and the 
Jews have been in conflict over this 
land for many years. The Arabs con- 
trolled the area for many years. Later 
the British gained control of it. The 
British didn’t know how to divide 
the land because of the conflicts. In 
efforts to strengthen, more Jewish 
people migrated to the area. This 
caused more problems. The Zionist 
movement, or the movement that 
promoted the creation of a Jews state 
in either present day Israel or present 
day Argentina, made the situation 
worse. The movement scared the 
Arabs and empowered the Jewish 
people. 

Later on the British failed to 
make a compromise, they leave, war 
breaks out, and the Jews win. They 
created Israel. Ever since the US got 
involved, the Israelis have been 
pushing the Arabs around. Arabs 
became a minority in Israel after they 
lost the war to them. 

I think the US is 
making an unwise 


6 6 choice by supporting 


When did anybody 
land when 
somebody else took 


Israel. Their ties with 
Saudi Arabia are 
weakening and if the 
Saudis decide they 
don’t like the US, 
this country will be 
in serious trouble. 
Israel will be 
destroyed in such cir- 
cumstances. And if 
you mess with one Arab country, you 
usually mess with them all. The 
Arabs deserve to be given their land 
back. 


Intolerable ignorance within our institution 


It was to 
my astonish- 
ment to read in 
the previous 
issue of the 
Observer a 
piece written 
by one of the 
newspaper’s 
contributing 
Leporters, 
Aimee Murray. The existing lack of 
education among some of the stu- 
dents attending our small communi- 
ty college illustrates how society 
has negative feelings toward specif- 
ic types of groups, such as those 
who have different sexual prefer- 
ences. 

Indeed I personally have 
noticed some discomfort among 


some students in the college hall- 
ways toward students who have dif- 
ferent sexual preference. I never 
imagined that the situation had 
reached such delicate levels to the 
point of making prejudicial com- 
ments in the hallway or calling 
treats prepared for the Gay/Straight 
Alliance (GSA) bake sale “gay 
food.” 

Reading the piece really made 
me feel uncomfortable because it 
shows that people are letting them- 
selves be led by physical anpear- 
ance or peer pressure. They’re not 
taking the time to know the book 
before judging its cover. I not only 
have seen it among students but 
also among faculty and staff mem- 
bers. 

More specifically, I had a_per- 
sonal situation recently during the 
peace celebration on Nov. 27 in 
Spurk lobby. Someone sitting next 


to me commented that the person 
putting the event together might be 
gay. It made me uncomfortable 
because if staff or faculty members 
have that attitude in such an open 
way, what message are they sending 
to students? 

To me that is a double message. 
On one hand you’re trying to edu- 
cate people on acceptance and on 
the other you’re spreading negative 
messages about people of certain 
preferences. 

The same goes for many other 
situations, not only the gay, lesbian 


and bisexual community. People of 


different heritage, race and color 
can be faced with a lack of toler- 
ance. Also people with different dis- 
abilities such as cerebral palsy, 
spinabifida, paraplegics, ete., who 
attend NECC are being put against 
the wall for the same reason: the 
lack of education and people’s igno- 


rance. They need help in educating 
people on what it is to live and how 
it is to live with one of these dis- 
abilities. We also need the support 
that the-GSA has received to clear 
up the misconception that surrounds 
these issues. | have also noticed 
some miseducation and ignorance 
toward people with special needs. 

Just having a different sexual 
preference is not contagious. You 
can’t catch it. Having special needs 
is the same thing. 

I’m glad that young journalists 
like Aimee Murray are concerned 
and taking the time to expose and 
bring to light the real existing prob- 
lems facing the GSA. But I would 
also like to hear the voices of differ- 
ent cultures coming up to awaken 
awareness in society about their 
experiences. And for me as a jour- 
nalist that has become a top priority. 

To me, educating and tearing 


down ignorance is really being 
aware that there are all kinds of 
people out there with different 
color, race, heritage, body structure, 
and, most importantly, that there are 
many different people. 

The United States itself has 
always been known for being a mul- 
ticultural land to live in. 
Unfortunately it just has been a 
false image that they have created. 
Right now we are all a bunch of 
hypocrites who are trying to portray 
ourselves as something we are not. 

If we really want to make a 
change, to live up to the image and 
standards we set ourselves to, soci- 
ety needs to stop fooling around and 
really unite to make this world a 
better place for all of us to live in. 
The Earth is the only place we have 
to live in and whatever we make of 
it will be there for the future gener- 
ations to come. 


Page5 NECC Observer 


Dec. 11, 2002 


Students come together to celebrate 


Faculty and students 
say peace is the best 
option 


By STEVEN M. GILLEO 
News Editor 


On Wednesday, November 27, 
students and faculty congregated for 
30-minutes to celebrate peace, and 
to protest the United States’ re- 
involvement with Iraq. 

“Let’s not go to war. Students at 
Northern Essex have the most to 
lose,” protested NECC Professor 
Susan Sanders, amidst a low hum of 
“Peace Like a River.” 

NECC student Kathleen Tucker 
Gustafson and her husband, Carroll, 
provided musical inspiration for the 
event. Carroll picked harmoniously 
at his acoustic guitar to church-like 
hymns that prompted the crowd of 
about 20 to hold hands and sing 
along. 

“We've already lived through 
the Vietnam War. One million 
Vietnamese and 50,000 American 
are dead. Do we need to repeat that 
for oil?” said ESL Professor Jane 
Theifels, who also helped organize 
the event. “This is a very serious 


time,” Theifels said with a look of 
grief. “I was a student during the 
Vietnam War, so I saw how it 
impacted the whole country.” 

Theifels also read the St. Francis 
Prayer of Peace, following the open- 
ing songs and speeches. 

Some of the more compelling 
and resolute statements of the after- 
noon came from History Professor 
Arthur Barlas. He started off by 
reading a powerful statement by 
Randolph Bourne: “war is the health 
of the state.” Barlas, with a strong, 
solemn pause, then said, “Osama 
Bin Laden is the best thing ever to 
happen to George W. Bush, at a cost 
ol many potential lives. 
Governments survive on war. 
Certain governments benefit by war, 
and this government is one of them.” 

Following a series of faculty 
members speaking about peace, var- 
ious students recited the phrase 
“May peace prevail on earth” in nine 
different languages, including 
Russian, Arabic and Tagalog. 

ESL Professor Frank DeSarro 
and a few of his students set up the 
props and signs used for the vigil. 
DeSarro was surprised at the number 
of students who turned out for the 
event. “I was very happy many ESL 
students participated in the peace 
celebration.” 
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Professor Susan Sanders stands 


up for peace. 


Students that were in attendance 
had a positive reaction to the cele- 
bration, and many felt the comfort 
that can accompany a peaceful cele- 
bration. 

“T think it was nice,” said NECC 
business transfer student Orquidea 
Taveras. “Maybe not the best day 
for it because of the snow, but that’s 
0.k.” 


Award ceremony honors 
excellence in writing 


English Composition 
students receive 
recognition 


By RYAN BURKE 
Contributing Reporter 


Dec. 6 was a rewarding day for 
hard working English Composition I 
and II students here at Northern 
Essex. The 2002 Fall Semester 
Writing Awards Ceremony brought 
smiles and praises to students and 
faculty alike. 

Proud parents, family members 
and teachers filled the auditorium at 
noon on Friday to recognize these 
accomplishments. 

“We had forty-nine English 
Comp. I classes and twenty-nine 
Comp. II classes. That’s about one- 
thousand students writing well over 
five-thosand papers,” said Prof. Linda 
Desjardins, Writing Awards 
Ceremony host, judge and co-chair- 
woman. 

Out of those five-thousand or so 
essays, sixty-seven were honored as 


Sarah Cail recieving the Roland Kimball Award from Professor Emeritus Roland 
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From left to right: Professor Suzanne Van Wert; student winner Sara 
Cail; student winner Leslie Steele; and Professor Linda Desjardins. 


the cream of the crop and three elite 
essays were read aloud to an audience 
of about one-hundred-fifty people. 

Professor Suzanne Van Wert, 
head of the English Depatment, 
opened the ceremony with thanks to 
the hard working faculty and the tal- 
ented students. 

The audience listened attentively 
to “The Accident,” Roger Gallant’s 
essay depicting his firsthand accounts 
in the ER, and how he helped a team 
of doctors try to save a 16-year-old 
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Kimball himself. Professor Kimball served as professor of English at NECC for 


3] years. 


car-accident victim. Throats kept 
clearing and bodies kept uncomfort- 
ably shifting as Prof. Susan Sanders 
read aloud his remarkably touching 
story. 

Leslie Steele’s essay won The 
Professor Elizabeth Arnold Award. 
Her story was just as moving. After 
seeing exactly what one particular 
cancer patient had to suffer through, 
Steele has made it through eleven 
years, six months, and two days of 
not having a smoke. Leslie wrote 
honestly and appreciatively of how a 
red-haired woman’s tragic loss 
inspired her to save her own life. 

The last special award to be hand- 
ed out was The Professor Roland 
Kimball Award. This prestigious 
award went to Sarah Cail and her ana- 
lytical essay on “The Other Side of 
the Hedge,” by E.M. Forster. 

All above winners received a spe- 
cial plaque as well as a dictionary or 
thesaurus. All honored recipients of 
writing awards received a certificate 
of recognition as well as a NECC key 
chain and a flower to show apprecia- 
tion for work well done. 

If you are interested in reading 
any of the above essays, contact Prof. 
Linda Desjardins at 
Idesjardins@necc.mass.edu. 


First snow sends 


students, faculty 
into a squall 


By Davin WILLIS 
Contributing Reporter 


The final day of school before 
a long break is a day that many stu- 
dents select to skip classes. Since 
the break is only one day away, the 
students believe that their classes 
are not important and they should 
start their vacation one day early. 
The urge to skip classes is doubled 
when weather is added to the equa- 
tion. That is exactly what hap- 
pened on November 27, the day 
before Thanksgiving break. On 
that day Northern Essex and all of 
the Northeast, was hit with it’s first 
major snowfall of the season. 


These temptations, along with 
areas where it was unsafe to travel, 
led to the attendance at NECC 
being very low. It was not unusual 
to find classes with attendance as 
low as five to nine students in a 
class of regularly eighteen. 

Since so many students were 
not present, and the weather was 
quite messy, the question of 
whether the college should have 
been closed was a topic of discus- 
sion for many students and faculty 
who were in attendance. 

Many students felt that all 
classes should have been canceled. 
NECC student Dario Pena had to 
travel from Lawrence, which he 
said was a difficult trip. It was 
made even more difficult by his 
car. “it’s tough to take off in a stan- 
dard.” 

Pena’s opinion was shared by 
Jamie Titus, who claimed her car 
was “really bad.” She went on to 
say that, “I had to have my mom 
bring me to school because the 
roads are so bad.” She felt that at 
least a delay was warranted. 

Transportation was also an 
issue for student Katie Bouchie 
who had just gotten her license two 
days ago and did not feel comfort- 
able driving in the snow. She also 
pointed out that is was not a short 
flurry and said that it had “snowed 
all day.” 

Estla Cabrera also felt a can- 
cellation was in order. She com- 
mented that “no one comes any- 
way” and worried, “what if we got 
stuck.” 

The strongest point was made 
by Marjorie Cabrera who said “it 
was too difficult and dangerous for 
some people to come.” She contin- 
ued to say, “Northern Essex says 


they want to protect their students, 
shouldn’t weather conditions be 
taken into consideration?” She also 
mentioned that the first major 
snowfall of the year is often the 
most dangerous. 

However, a number of students 
did not believe that the weather 
conditions of that day called for a 
cancellation. 

Sherry Bodenrader said that 
the streets were “fine by 10:30” 
and added that there were “no 
problems.” 

Mellissa Tarallo agreed that 
the roads were not to bad, but she 
said that, “any more should cause a 
cancellation.” 
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The cleaning crew was praised 
by Nancy Kerrigan, who said that, 
“The maintenance crew did a great 
job.” She added that “by 8:15, all 
the sidewalks were shoveled and 
sanded.” 

While many members of the 
faculty did not want to comment 
on whether they believed the 
school should have been closed for 
the day, the teachers who were 
willing to talk felt that everyone 
should have been in school. 

Professor Linda Desjardins 
said of a possible cancellation of 
school, “no way!” She went on to 
say of the weather, “It’s New 
England, it’s winter, it’s snow, deal 
with it.” 

Professor A. Barlas said that it 
was “an ordinary, overblown 
snowstorm. It’s part of living in 
New England.” He also said that in 
some cases, a cancellation is a 
good option, but not when driving 
is as clear as it was that day. 

Cindy Thrnien, the director for 
the center of adult and alternative 
studies, said that classes should be 
in session and you just need to 
wake up a little early and drive 
carefully. 

According to a release by 
Steve Fabbrucci, the Associate 
Dean for human resources, the 
school’s policy on canceling 
school is “..it is expected that 
classes will be canceled and the 
college closed only when there are 
severe weather conditions or other 
similar emergencies.” The weather 
on Nov. 27 didn’t seem dangerous, 
but, it seems that people have dif- 
ferent opinions on what makes 
weather severe. To one person, it is 
a calm New England snow, to 
another it is the blizzard of the cen- 
tury. It all depends on perspective. 
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War with Iraq? Faculty debates the pros and cons | 


Continued from page | 


Heineman then went on to 
explain three fateful mistakes the 
U.S. government has made: 

1. Not trying to overthrow 
Hussein. 

2. Encouraging the Iraqi people 
to do just that. 

3. Continuing to tolerate his 
actions, only if he can be contained 
and he is not a threat to his neigh- 
bors. 

Heineman further explained the 
“no-fly zones” over the northern and 
southern boarders of Iraq, the United 
Nations Weapons Embargo, which 
means no one can sell arms to 
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Professor Arthur Barlas told the 
audience lack of evidence is why 
the United States should not go 
to war with Iraq. 


Hussein, and that he must pay for all 
the damages caused during the inva- 
sions. Hussein was also told to sur- 
render or dismantle all weapons of 


Quarreling with thoughts of war: 


Most agree Hussein 
is a threat, but are 
undecided about war 


By BEN CARDER 
Contributing Reporter 


War. It could be at our doorstep, 
or farther than the eye can see. Is the 
thought of war on the horizon an 
inevitable fate for the U.S.? Or are 
fears of war in vain? 

After months of balking at the 
idea of war, President Bush put the 
pedal to the metal when he called out 
Saddam Hussein on Nov. 12. 

“The dictator of Iraq will fully 
disarm or the United States will lead 
a coalition to disarm him,” said 
President Bush at a memorial service 
in Washington, commemorating 
Veterans Day. 

With that, Hussein reluctantly 
agreed to have U.N inspectors navi- 
gate the Iraqi area for weapons of 
mass destruction under the terms of 
previous Security Council resolu- 
tions. Hussein maintains that all 
Iraqi biological, chemical, and 
nuclear weapons were destroyed in 
“91. Hussein acquiesces to the 
search, b President Bush, the 
President’s cabinet, and skeptics 
throughout the country remain skep- 
tical. 

“He definitely has warfare. He 
always has,” said NECC student 
Andy Pomerleau. “We may have dis- 


mass destruction. 

“Hussein has not lived up to his 
obligation,” Heineman explained. 
“He has shot at U.S. and British 
planes patrolling the ‘no-fly zones. 
He has also not complied with dis- 
mantling his weapons of mass 
destruction.” 

Heineman then explained the 
containment was breached in 1998 
when the United Nations threw up its 
hands and left Iraq. Following the 
breech, Bill Clinton, former 
President of the United States, 
bombed Iraq for four days but noth- 
ing else has happened since then. 

Back to the present, Hussein is 
being asked to allow weapon inspec- 
tors back into Iraq. 

“The situation totally rests with 
Saddam,” Heineman claimed. “If he 
complies there will be peace. If he 
does not comply, there will be a war.” 

Heineman finished his presenta- 
tion with a question to the audience, 
“Do you want to fight now with just 
four years of working on weapons of 
mass destruction or wait even 
longer?” 

John Osborne was the first one to 
speak up about the cons of the war 
claiming the United States is the one 
not cooperating by ignoring U.N. 
Article 51, which gives each nation 
the right to self-defense. 

“Basically from Sept. 11 it has 
been most important to eliminate all 
terrorist groups,” 

Osborne said. “Treaties and 
international agreements are being 
ignored.” 

Osborne then claimed President 
Bush doesn’t know what he is getting 


mantled a lot of them in the past, but 
he still has a stockpile of them left.” 

Hussein has a history of dodging 
full cooperation with U.N inspectors. 
In 1998, the U.N couldn’t verify the 
locations of several reported 
weapons of mass destruction in the 
Iraqi area. Some of the missing items 
included: five hundred plus tons of 
missile fuel, 50 missile war heads, 
and 550 artillery shells filled with 
mustard gas. 

Hussein has a reputation for 
using his weaponry in a haphazard 
fashion. In 1988, Iraqi soldiers 
slaughtered nearly 25,000 Kurds in 
the city of Habaja, at Hussein’s 
orders. From 1981 through 1988, 
Iraq used several types of chemical 
weapons against soldiers from neigh- 
boring country Iran. 

There are reports from U.S offi- 
cials and intelligence that say 
Hussein has several ties to the terror- 
ist network, Al Qaida. While 
Baghdad denies any ties to the terror- 
ist activity of Sept. 11, U.S officials 
say that several Al-Qaida operatives 
are based in Iraq, and Hussein’s 
regime has aided terrorists in their 
activities. Despite Baghdad denying 
ties to the 9/11 happening, the U.S 
State Department says that the only 
Arab nation not to condemn the 
attacks was Iraq. Further, the report 
claimed that Hussein’s son expressed 
sympathy for Osama Bin Laden and 
his terrorist network following the 
retaliation of the United States on 
Afghanistan’s Taliban. 

“Bin Laden and Hussein are one 
in the same threat,” said David, a 


into, but hoped the U.S. can argue its 
case. 

While Osborne was questioning 
how to solve the threat of terrorism, 
Barlas opened his speech by telling 
the audience to be careful of what 
they hear. 

“We have the opportunity to look 
at the problem from different per- 
spectives,” Barlas explained. “We 
have to be skeptical about what 
comes from Washington. If you listen 
to them you will believe he does have 
the items. There is one problem; 
there is no evidence of weapons of 
mass destruction. No chemical or 
biological weapons.” 

Barlas went on to explain to the 
audience to do the research and to 
believe Scott Ritter. 

“Scott Ritter has an impeccable 
record,” Barlas said. “He was a U.S. 
Marine intelligent officer weapons 
inspector in Iraq and he said there is 
no evidence.” 

Heineman 
believing Ritter, 

“He was tossed out of military 
intelligence for being a loose can- 
non,” Heineman said as he chuckled 
to the crowd. “Five years ago Ritter 
said, ‘he has way too much,’ but now 
he is saying he has none? Come on, 
how can we believe they have been 
sitting for four years?” 

Heineman and Barlas’s debate 
about Ritter’s stability and credibility 
went on for a few moments with nei- 
ther side giving in, finally it was pro- 
fessor Russell’s turn to speak. He 
was supposed to be neutral but 
sounded more against the war. 

“We are very much alone on 


disagreed about 


thirty-one year old NECC student. 
“Because of that, our attention, | 
believe, is in the right place. He had 


a hand in the 9/11 attacks, who’s to . 


say he won’t do it again?” 

Despite the history of Hussein 
and his weaponry techniques, several 
say they don’t believe an attack by 
Hussein is imminent. 

“Clearly there is a threat from 


ee eed 


But I just don’t think 
that Saddam is an 
immenent threat. 


—Jayne Powell, 
Student 


Iraq,” said Sen. Ted Kennedy, on 
Oct. 11, “But the administration has 
not made a convincing case that we 
face such an imminent threat to our 
national security that a unilateral mil- 
itary strike and immediate war are 
necessary.” 

Some dates to keep in mind that 
are of great significance would be 
Monday Nov. 18, 2002 U.N 
Inspectors began search in Iraq. 
Sunday, Dec. 8 2002 

Iraq must disclose weaponry to 
U.N inspection team. Saturday Dec. 
21, 2002 is the expected due date for 
preliminary reports to be sent.to U.N. 
yn inspection findings and level of 
Iraqi cooperation. 


> 
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Professors Steve Corvi and Stephen Russell (above) were supposed to 
be neutral, but sounded opposed. Below, Professor John Osborne 
explains why the United States is to blame. 


this.” Russell explained. “France, 
Italy and Japan are more dependent 
on the oil than we are, but they are 
not supporting us.” 

Russell said the administration is 
not giving the American people the 
answers to the questions they have 
been asking. 

Corvi seemed to agree with 


Students speak out 


“Saddam may have contributed 
in some way to the 9/11 attacks,” said 
Jayne Powell, 18 year-old NECC stu- 
dent. “But I just don’t think that 
Saddam is an imminent threat.” 

Students from Northern Essex 
and political pundits, most notably 
Sen. Hillary Clinton and Senate 
majority leader Tom Daschle, aren’t 
the only ones doubting Saddam’s use 
of his weaponry. Military experts 
doubt Saddam’s capability. They 
claim he has gathered no uranium or 
plutonium within the last fiscal year 
to develop a nuclear bomb. They 
take at least a year to build and 
require those vital compounds. 

Former Defense Secretary 
William Cohen furthers the opinion 
that a pre-emptive strike would be 
based on assumptions, stating that 
Iraq does not pose an imminent threat 
to the United States. This belief has 
been tied to the notion that Osama 
Bin Laden is still alive; tracking him 
and the terrorist network, should be 
the United States’ main focus. 

“THussein] is not a threat at the 
moment-but the Al-Qaida network is. 
Our main focus should be there,” 
says Pomerleau, NECC student. 

“Saddam may have had a hand in 
the 9/11 attacks, but he’s not an 
imminent threat. War with Iraq 
shouldn’t be in the picture right 
now,” said Powell, NECC student. 

Several countries around the 
globe are opposed to a pre-emptive 
strike, citing a lack of evidence. 
Britain and Israel remain staunch in 
their backing of a strike, reportedly 
sending 200,000-250,000 soldiers 
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Russell, claiming the U.S. does not 
know who we are fighting. 

“There is no enemy,” Corvi said. 
“It’s completely a gray area. We can 
not solve this military force.” 

All and all the panel was very _ 
informative but with the exception of 
Heineman majority seemed to be 
strictly opinionated not factual. 


into Iraq. Dissenters include Canada, 
China, Russia, India and Germany. 

According to the most recent 
USA Today/CNN/Gallop poll taken 
on Nov. 8, 59 percent favor invading 
Iraq, 35 percent opposed with 6 per- 
cent undecided. A striking difference 
compared to the poll taken by Fox 
News in September, where one-third 
(36 percent) opposed going to war 
with Iraq, one third favored war, and 
just below one-third were still unde- 
cided (31 percent). 

“(Saddam Hussein] could have 
weapons of mass destruction,” said 
the ambivalent Sarah Riccio, 19- 
year-old student at NECC. “We 
probably will go to war with them, 
but I really don’t know if we should.” 

Whether you’re in favor of, 
opposed to, or have mixed feelings 
about on the idea of a pre-emptive 
strike, thousands of troops being sent 
over seas do not appear to be in the 
immediate future. It’s reported that 
Hans Blix, chief of the U.N inspec- 
tion team, and his staff would like to 
search over 700 different sites for 
biological, chemical and nuclear 
weapons on Iraqi soil. This could 
take several years for a full inspec- 
tion. Of course, this is all contingent 
upon the hopes that Saddam Hussein 
is cooperative and allows the U.N to 
search freely. 

White House spokesman Scott 
McClellan on Nov. 15 said, “I’ve 
never tried to predict what he might 
do, but I know what he better not do, 
and that is play games.” 

If Saddam does play games, war 
may indeed be at our doorstep. 
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Just in time for Christmas 


By SHANNON MORALES 
Contribuing Reporter 


Just Imagine. 

It is nine days until Christmas. 
You are sitting on an over-stuffed 
armchair in the living room of your 
house, dozing off, a re-run of 
“Friends” echoes from the televi- 
sion. You are all alone. Then a 
smell breezes past your nose, it is 
the smell of something burnt. 

Burnt clothing, burnt wood, 
you cannot quite make it out. Then 
you see it, the flames rushing at 
you from under the door of the 
room next to you. Fear makes the 
muscles in your stomach tighten, 
and your hands sweat. You do what 
instinct says and run outside. 

Meanwhile everything your 
family and you own slowly begins 
to be eaten away by the raging fire. 


jobs, 


By the time the fire- 
fighters arrive there 
are flames pouring 
out of every window. 
You think about 
everything you lost 
in your home. All of 


new things 
to give to the 
St. Vincent 
de Paul’s 
society 


It feels good to do something nice, that’s get 
the true spirit of Christmas. 


Vincent de 


your favorite  pic- Paul is a 
tures, journals, Catholic lay 
books, and = every —Maureen Vinci organization 
article of clothing are where vol- 
all gone. All that is Wn tee Hs 5 
left are the ashes. ova tle litead 

Luckily, this has Vincentians 
not happened to you. that help 
About 165 families their neigh- 


in the NECC Merrimack region of 
Haverhill have had something like 
this or similar happened to them. 
Too many people get evicted from 
their homes, laid-off from their 
someone might have been 
very sick. It does not matter how 
that happened, this year they would 


Lord of the Rings day 
at campus bookstore 


NECC the college bookstore 
has scheduled Lord of the Rings 
Day on Thursday, December 12. 

Many books will be for sale, 
and selected clips from “Lord of 
the Rings” and “The Fellowship of 
the Rings DVD. 

Some scheduled events from 


The Obs® 
volunteers 


sO much more... 


noon to 4 p.m., are games, work- 
shop, miniature strategy game 
demo, and Sony playstation demo- 
Lord of the Rings: Two Towers 
from 10 a.m. to noon. 

Don’t forget to enter to win free 
movie tickets while you visit. 


not be having a Christmas. 

That is where our very own 
school bookstore comes in. In case 
you have not been to the bookstore 
recently, right outside of the door is 
a Christmas tree with a big box for 
donations. What the staff of the 
bookstore is doing is collecting 


bors with issues, such as money, 
housing, and food. Organized in 
1833, by Frederic Ozanam, patron 
of St. Vincent de Paul in France and 
has now spread to over 130 coun- 
tries with over 1,000,000 members. 
Its goal is to help the needy. 

This Christmas the bookstore 


staff decided to help-out with the 
cause, and get Christmas presents 
for those people who would not 
otherwise have a Christmas. 

They will be collecting items 
for children, teenagers and the 
elderly, until the second week in 
December from anyone who hap- 
pens to be in the Haverhill, or 
Lawrence campus. 

If you have no idea what to 
give, the staff has posted a list of 
possible ideas for you to give such 
as board games, gift certificates to 
“Fashion Bug” or “CVS” and cloth- 
ing such as sweatshirts, and paja- 
mas. All items should be new, and 
unwrapped when delivered to the 
bookstore. 

When asked why the bookstore 
was getting involved in_ this 
Maureen Vinci said, “It feels good. 
to do something nice that’s the true 
spirit of Christmas.” 


NECC Staff Association holds raffle 


It’s time for the NECC Staff 
Association Annual Holiday 
Season Raffle. Proceeds will ben- 
efit the 2003 Scholarship Fund. 

For a $1.00 donation, partici- 
pants can choose between either of 
two raffles: 

Raffle #1: Curl up with Linda 
Hudson’s beautiful, handmade Log 
Cabin Lap Quilt. Add a cup of 
cocoa and a good book and you’re 
ready for a chilly winter evening. 


There are some people who) 


prefer something different 

Join us for gourmet Mediterranean treats 
Join us for an intimate “house” concert, 

a Cappuccino, a dessert, an art reception. 


a full meal. open mic poetry. story telling. 
homemade chai, gourmet pizzas, bubble tea lattes, and 


escent Dragon Galery Cae 


59 Washington St. Haverhill 


978)372-5441 ig Ne on.com 


Stop by the library to see Linda’s 
magnificent handwork, designed 
especially for this event. 

Raffle #2: You'll have an 
opportunity to win one of 25 
prizes, including a first prize bas- 
ket filled with seasonal surprises 
and great for storing holiday items 


after, a gilded swag, a musical 
snowman, and Nutcracker motif 
pillows. 


This year the association espe- 


cially thanks Mary Ellen Ashley 
for her generous contribution of 
several prizes. 

Tickets are available in the 
Academic Affairs and 
Comptroller’s Offices and the 
Libraries on both campuses. Be 
certain to write your choice, Raffle 
#1 or #2, on your ticket, along with 
your name and extension. 

The drawing will be held on 
Monday, Dec. 16. 
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Concession stand prices sky-rocket 


By BEN CARDER 
Contributing Reporter 


It’s been heralded the best action 
packed thriller ever to come to the- 
aters! Not since “The Silence of the 
Lambs” won for best picture has 
there been such talk about a movie 
being this great. 

And guess what? I am seeing it! 

Two more things would make 
this night the creme de la creme— 
freshly popped movie theatre pop- 
corn soaked in butter, and a tall ice 
cold Coca-Cola to wash down those 
salty kernels. Ah, heaven. 

But what’s this I see, $10 for a 
medium popcorn and drink! 

“That’s outrageous! | guess I'll 
be watching this film =without tasty 


# 
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companions,” I say, utterly disgusted ~ 


by the theater’s high prices. “Oh 
well.” ae 

Theaters charge top dollar for a 
bag of popcorn, and are seemingly 
robbing customers blind in the 
process. ee m, 

“It’s ridiculous! I never buy food 
at the theater,” says Kelly Moscato, 
NECC student. “You pay a lot for 
the tickets and wind up paying 15 to 
20 dollars for refreshments.” 

“J don’t go to the theater very 
often, but when I do go, I never get 
food,’ says Tricia Ferguson, an 
NECC student. “It’s just too exven- 
sive, so sometimes I’ll sneak food 
in.” 

Theaters may not realize it, but 
due to high costs, patrons frequently 
sneak food in to avoid forking over 
more of their paycheck. 

“J snuck in a sub sandwich once 
to avoid paying,” says Moscato. 

“When I was younger, we used 
to stuff our mom’s purse with all 
sorts of candy and soda,” says 
Shannon Morales, 19-year-old 
NECC student. “One time, a group 
of guys behind me brought in a back- 
pack full of beer.” 

On second thought, how could 


_ File photo 


theaters not know about sneaking? It 
happens all the time. Do they care? 

“No one, including the head 
manager of my theater, will enforce 
the ‘no outside food’ policy,” says 
Jamie Lee Josselyn, employee of a 
movie chain company she wishes to 
keep anonymous. “While I can see 
that it upsets employees that conces- 
sion prices are so high, they are not 
obligated to purchase from the con- 
cession stand. We don’t care if peo- 
ple bring in cans of soda, candy, or 
other snacks. My friends and I who 
work here do the same thing.” 

Of course, theaters giving 
patrons carte blanche on outside food 
admittance is moot if customers 
bring boxes of Chinese food or pizza 
to the theater. 

No one questions that the cost of 
food in the theater is high. If it’s so 
high though, and it detracts people 
from buying, why aren’t the prices 
going down? 

“The prices are outrageous, but 
when I’m starving, I don’t care, | 
buy,” says Morales. 

Echoing Morales’ willingness to 
buy is Felicia Padilla, journalism 


major at NECC. “I go to the 
theater two to three times a 
month, and I always get pop- 
corn and Coke. It’s expensive 
but I still get it.” 

Most theatergoers are like 


Josselyn. “Therefore, in order for 
theaters to profit, they must raise 
prices on food.” 

She’s right. According to 
www.howstuffworks.com, theaters 
have to charge high prices, or they 


Another explanation can be 
found in theater expenses. Between 
electricity for projectors running 
24/7, purchasing concessions from 
distributors like “Pop-Secret,” 
“Coca-Cola,” cleanliness and payroll 


Padilla, Morales and yours could not stay in business. to employees; cinemas are spending 
truly, despite top dollar just to 
the high cost- stay in business. 
we’ll pay. we A If concessions 
“Some- were not around, 
body that’s apparently neither 
coming to the uC ~ would _ theaters. 
theater and I've snuck ma sub sandwhich Some estimates 
wants to buy once to avoid paying. report that the- 
popcorn is aters will occa- 
going to buy sionally lose 
opcorn,” says } mon-e from 
Brian Nutfer —Kelly Moscato week ts week on 
Goodrich ticket sales due to 
Quality the brunt of sales 
Theatres con- going to 
cessions coor- “Paramount 
dinator. Nuffer fur- Pictures,” for 


thered his assessment by citing that 
the price increases are so slight over 
the course of a year, few will say to 
themselves, “Oh, that extra quarter’s 
going to break me.” 

According to concession execu- 
tives, elevated costs of popcorn and 
the like will only 
increase now through = 
the foreseeable future. 

If that’s the case, 
does the old cliché, 
“Theaters make their 
money on _ conces- 
sions” have any truth? 
If it did, then, maybe, 
the thought of paying 
higher costs wouldn’t 
leave such a sour 
taste. Concession 
money goes toward 
the theaters expenses. 
Right? 

“It's my under- 
standing that all the 
profits from ticket 
sales go directly to the 
film companies,” says 


Reportedly, distributors may ask for 
as much as 70 to 90 percent of tick- 
et sales, gradually decreasing their 
percentage from week to week, so 
the theater can get some sort of 
income over the time the theater 
carries the film. 
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A writer’s life....Al Blanchard 


By KAREN RANDELL 
Features Editor 


Al Blanchard is the author of a 
number of short stories and two mys- 
tery series, one character he invented 
is Steve Asher, an eighth-grade histo- 
ry teacher and another is James 
Callahan, a Boston Homicide 
Detective. 

Blanchard never thought of him- 
self as a writer, but as a reader. After 
going to a lecture to listen to a mys- 
tery writer that Blanchard admired, 
he became fascinated with how the 
author juggled two careers. 

Blanchard secretly began to 
write his first novel the following 
summer, working a few hours a day. 
He found that there was a lot he did 
not know about setting the suspense 
or developing a character. 

The best advice Blanchard gives 
would be to use self help books to 
learn how to build suspense or create 
a character for your stories. 

The best thing he did was to join 
a writers group three or four months 
after he started writing his novel. 

So many writers have the first 
novel they ever wrote in their filing 
cabinet somewhere. 

One of Blanchard’s favorite 
authors is Michael Connelly. Who 
has the his first three novels he ever 
wrote in his filing cabinet, which 
took Connolly five years to write, It 
was not until his fourth novel “Harry 
Bosh” that Connelly actually got 


published, stated Blanchard. 

Before Blanchard became a full 
time writer he owned a music store, 
an att gallery, a restaurant, taught 
public schools and computer literacy 


to blind adults, was a bartender, 
drove a truck and is retiring form 
teaching seventh grade geography. 
Many friends say to him ‘you 
simply cannot hold down a job.’ 
Blanchard looks at it a little bit dif- 


Karen Randell photo 
Al Blanchard lectures about “A Writer's Life.” 


ferently. 

“I was perfecting my craft, get- 
ting ready for when I would be a full 
time writer. | was meeting all sorts of 
interesting characters that I could put 
into my books,” 
stated Blanchard. 

“The -good 
thing about 
being a mystery 
writer is if I did 
not like them | 
could kill them 
off,” Blanchard 
jokingly stated. 

Blanchard is 
the President of 
the New England 
Chapter of 
Mystery Writers 
of America. 

A common 
theme he finds 
with other writ- 
ers is many of 
them did hold a 
wide variety of 
jobs at one time 
and many of the 
experiences that 
they have had, 
are use in their 
writing. 

A. technique 
used by other writers is to take other 
writers books and outline them to see 
how they lay out their plots. 

Mary Higgins Clark at age thirty 
was a widow of five small children 
when she started out writing. Her 


Favorite novel was “Rebecca.” She 
sat down and outlined the book chap- 
ter by chapter to see exactly how it 
was the author captured the suspense 
so she could apply it to her own writ- 
ings, stated Blanchard. 

Rather than attempting to write a 
novel Blanchard decided to start 
learning his craft by writing short 
stories, the ideas would come from 
everywhere. 


instance. 

“T say this to clarify the ideology 
that theaters are sitting on massive 
amounts of money that are brought 
in from overpriced concession items, 
we’re not! As a matter of fact, the 
company I work for was in danger of 

filing for bankruptcy not too long 
ago,” says Josselyn. 

So, should customers swallow 
their pride and buy? 

“It’s too bad that prices are as 
high as they are, but I really don’t 
see how this can change. I certain- 
ly don’t think that theaters are doing 
something that could avoid the high 
costs. It’s the industry, I guess.” 

Well, then I guess the old cliché 
is true. No change is expected. No 
changes in price have been made. 
Are the theaters at fault? Are the 
distributors to blame? Who knows, 
really. The movie industry still bus- 
tles. So go out, buy that popcorn 
you crave, enjoy the refreshing 
sweetness of junior mints. As the 
old saying goes, “If you can’t beat 
‘em, join ‘em.” Enjoy the show! 


Blanchard’s theory with agents is 
to submit your work give them a 
couple of months and then call them 
back. 

Once when calling an agent back 
the phone was _ disconnected 
Blanchard states, “I took this as a 
negative and still don’t know were 
my writings are.” 

Many times manuscripts are 
rejected up to thirty times before a 


SSUES EERE 


Some non-writers think that writers are 
super intelligent people with magically cre- 
ative powers. If you just be yourself you will 
quickly dispell that image. 


—Al Blanchard 


“Story ideas can evolve from 
reading the newspaper or watching 
television,” stated Blanchard. 

While watching Dan Rathers 
doing a story on weight, loss being 
lucrative business, Blanchard was 
thinking why was not organized 
crime involved. 

So he set out to write one of his 
own favorites short stories “A Pound 
of Flesh.” 


publisher will make an_ offer. 
Persistence is the key to success. 

“If you are really considering 
becoming a writer it would benefit 
you to become involved with a 
writer’s group. Their helpful at find- 
ing markets for writers,” stated 
Blanchard. 

Al Blanchard books can be 
viewed at AL Blanchard.com 
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A great night of dance at NEC 


Few spectators in 
attendance for a 
moving night 


By BEN CARDER 
Contributing Reporter 


Whether you were looking for 
dance or music, performance art, or 
entertainment, glitz or glamour, it 
all could be found this past week- 
end in the NECC auditorium. 

On Dec. 6 and 7, approximately 
31 student dance performers put on 
an hour show in front of a paltry 55- 
60 on-lookers. The low attendance 
numbers shouldn’t reflect the kind 
of quality performance that was 
portrayed, however. These 31 mem- 
bers had practiced for this past 
weekend’s show since Sept. 4, and 
their practice and dedication were 
evident. 

Choreographer and NECC 
dance director Elaine Mawhinney 
was first of the 17 dances to take 
center stage. Dancing to Dionne 
Warwick’s, “That’s What Friends 
Are For,” Mawhinney, dressed in a 
traditional purple leotard, spattered 
with sequence, dedicated the dance 
to the memory of the late Chet 
Hawrylciw. Hawrylciw served as 
the Associate Dean of Humanities, 
Social Services and Human Service 
Professions at NECC. 

Mawhinney’s dance was lovely. 
In the center of the dance floor sat a 
gray office chair, with a purple 
Northern Essex Community 
College sweatshirt strewn over it, 
symbolizing the late Hawrylciw. 
The loss of Hawryciw could be felt 
through Mawhinney’s interpretive 
style of dance, as her focus and 
dance centered on the chair 


on campus 


Parnassus Slam 


yiDecs 11 


The first issue of Parnassus for 
2002 is now out on the stands. The 
free magazine is edited by NECC 
students, with submissions from 
other students and staff. 

Parnassus comes out four times 
a year and you can pick it up in the 
lobbies of all NECC buildings. 

The Parnassus Slam, a 
poetry/short story reading forum 
follows each publication of 
Parnassus. This issue’s Slam will be 
on Wednesday, Dec 11. 

The faculty adviser is Ginger 
Hurajat. Submission boxes for next 
semester are located outside C- 
Shi 


These 31 members had practiced for this 
past weekend’s show since Sept. 4, and 
their practice and dedication were evi- 


dent. 


throughout the piece. 

Most impressive during each 
dance were the ladies’ ability to 
capture the mood of the music. The 
lighting, thanks to back stage 
crewmembers Susan Sanders and 
John Callahan, matched the music 
beautifully—shades of green, red, 
purple and gold graced the large 
white-sheeted backdrop—the color 
being chosen according to the 
song’s mood. 

Feelings and traits were person- 
ified - the exciting, the pulse pound- 
ing, the beautiful and the inspiring. 

Jenna Hillard, secretary of the 
NECC Dance Club, performed a 
fast moving, exciting piece with lots 
of leaps and twirls as Rage Against 
The Machine pounded from the 
speakers; a deep red in the back- 
ground matched the song’s intense 
beat. 

In the fourth piece of the night, 
Jennifer Jones performed solo to 
Crystal Lewis and Kirk Franklin’s, 
“T Still Believe.” Jones’ graceful 
movements, accompanied by being 
garbed in an elegant white skirt, 
added to the soft backdrop and 
beautiful, mellifluous tunes. 

In the final act before intermis- 
sion, eight lovely ladies and one 
very lucky gentleman, Charles 
Cherisme, marched and strutted as 


youth of a nation to P.O.D’s, “Youth 
of the Nation.” 

The nine dancers’ ability to 
move as one, all clad in red tanks 
and black pants, was impressive and 
left yours truly wishing he had the 
ability to dance with such ease. 

With half the show left, patrons 
guzzled down their Sprites and 
munched their peanut M&M’s 
quickly as intermission sped by, 
leading to the final eight acts of the 
night. 

The last eight dance perfor- 
mances were shorter but well done 
as the typical 3-5 minute dances of 
the first half, were cut to approxi- 
mately 2-3 minutes per dance. 

The coup de theatre perfor- 
mance came at the end, appropriate- 
ly enough, with Mawhinney making 
a second appearance with eight of 
her pupils. 

The eight pupils, including 
NECC Dance Club President Tricia 
Ferguson and Treasurer Caterina 
Lewis-Perry pulled out all the stops: 
twists, twirls, spins, leaps and 
bounds. 

So for those who went to the 
movies this past weekend, and had a 
good time, a great time was had at 
the NECC auditorium-for $4.50 less 
than the average movie ticket. 


File photo 


Two dancers practice “Pink Ribbon,” a dance dedicated to breast 
cancer. It was choreographed by NECC student Melissa Driscoll. 


Controversial artist coming to NECC 


Artist Chaz 
Maviyane-Davies to 
discuss many topics 


By IAN WITTENBER 
Contributing Reporter 


Controversial artist Chaz 
Maviyane-Davies will storm onto 
campus tomorrow evening, Dec. 12. 
The UK’s “Design” magazine 
described him as “the guerilla of 
graphic design.” 

In a slide talk sponsored by 
NECC’s graphic design department, 
he will take on subjects like human 
rights, the environment, con- 
sumerism and a broad range of other 
topics. 

His slides will be of his various 
art pieces that he has produced 
working over 20 years in the field of 
graphic design and film. 

His award winning work has 
been profiled and published in many 
magazines and newspapers includ- 
ing “Graphic Design Timeline: A 
Century of Design Milestones,” 
“Rewriting the Rules of Graphic 
Design,” and his work is featured in 
many permanent art collections 
around the world. 

Students who attend the presen- 
tation will be treated to a collection 
of his art work on slides and hope- 
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Students will gain 

some insight into 

his background. 
-Trish Kidney 


fully a question and answer session 
with the renowned artist. 

Trish Kidney of the graphic 
design department said that students 
will “gain some insight into his 
background.” 

He grew up in Zimbabwe and 
worked on many film projects fight- 
ing his way to very prestigious 
schooling in London. His troubled 
background has helped him create 
many great pieces of art and hope- 
fully students will, “see where he 
where he comes from with his 
design work.” 

Chaz Maviyane-Davies earned 
a MA in Graphic Design from the 
Central School of Art and Design in 
London and an Advanced Diploma 
in Postgraduate Film-making from 
the Central St. Martins School of 
Art and Design London. 

He also spent a year in Japan 
studying 3-D design and ten months 
in Malaysia working on projects for 
the JUST World Trust. 

The presentation will take place 
Thursday, Dec. 12 at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Bentley Library on the Haverhill 
NECC campus. 
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Second Harry Potter movie is well received 


By SARAH DURRELL 
Contributing Reporter 


He’s back! Harry Potter, along 
with his best friends, Ron Weasley 
and Hermione Granger, are in for 
plenty of adventure during their sec- 
ond year at Hogwarts School of 
Witchcraft and Wizardry. 

“Harry Potter and the Chamber 
of Secrets” opened nation wide at 
theaters recently and brought in 
$88.3 million in 
it’s first week- 
end. That’s the 


as 6 


the same hype and attention. At the 
London premiere of “Chamber of 
Secrets” thousands upon thousands 
of fans showed up on Leicester 
Square to see the stars arrive. 

“It is really strange, but very 
exciting,” Daniel Radcliffe told the 
BBC, when asked about all the fans 
chanting his name. Radcliffe, who is 
13-years-old, plays Potter in both 
movies. 

There were also loud che-ers for 
Rupert Grint,who 
plays Weasley, 
Emma Watson, who 


third highest stars as Granger, 
opening week- and Tom Felton, 
end ever, trailing *“T liked how the sec-_ who play’s Harry’s 
Hs behind ond movie was more pal Draco 
“Spiderman é F 
and the first true to the book than “Tam a big fan 
Potter movie, the first one. of the Harry Potter 
“Harry Potter Brae books,”says _—_15- 
and the -Caitlin year-old = Caitlin 
morcere rs Leibenhaut, 15 ___Leibenhaut, a 
Stone. movie go-er. “I 
Benoaet tb liked how the sec- 


movies, in the 
projected series of seven, are based 
on the popular children’s series by 
British author J.K. Rowling. The 
books have become a phenomenon 
around the world, being printed in 
over 40 languages. 

Now the movies are creating 


ond movie was 

more true to the book then the first 
one. Also it had a darker undertone 
that made it much more interesting.” 
The story behind the Chamber of 
Secrets, is that 50 years ago someone 
unleashed a monster into the school. 
It ended up killing a girl and now, 
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Harry and Ron taken by surprise by man-eating spiders 


Timberlake’s solo album, 
cheers or jeers? 


By DEB TSANTARLIOTIS 
Contributing Reporter 


After encountering huge suc- 
cesses as part of the singing group 
*Nsync, Justin Timberlake has 
taken the risk of venturing off on 
his own with the debut of his first 
solo effort “Justified.” 

The first single released off 
the album, “Like I Love You” was 
an instant hit. Produced by the 
mighty production team, The 
Neptunes, the songs guitar and 
drum beats help Timberlake cre- 
ate his own new style. 

The song first debut on the 
Rick Dee’s morning show in L.A 
and later that night was number 
one on their countdown. The 


video for the song also had a long 
running on MTV’s TRL. The 
video stayed on the countdown 
for so many weeks that it had to 
be retired. 

Timberlake co-wrote every 
track on the album along with 


producers Timbaland, The 
Neptunes who worked with 
Timberlake on seven of the tracks, 
and Brian McKnight. 

The album features 
appearances by Janet 
Jackson on the steamy 
“Take Me Now,” rapper 
Bubba Sparxxx on the 
track “Right for Me” 
and Clipse who worked 
with Timberlake on 
“Like I Love You.” 

The album is dance 
oriented reminiscent of 
Michael Jackson’s “Off the Wall.” 
Most of the songs are about 
heartache and the search for true 
love. Surprisingly these feelings 
are expressed in a way that is not 
cheesy or bubble gum. You can 
feel the raw emotions that he is 


Courtesy www.JustinTimberlake.com 
Justin Timberlake sings about the betrayal he felt after his 
breakup with some blonde named Britney Spears. 


exposing to the world Timberlake 
does not hold back on this album. 

The second release off the 
album, “Cry Me a River” shows 
how betrayed he felt after his 
break up with some blonde who 
goes by the name Britney Spears. 
In the song he sings: “You were 
my sun you were my earth/but 
you didn’t know all the ways I 
loved you, no... You don’t have to 


eo 


“Justified” is an excellent 
album from start to finish. 


say/what you did/I already know/ 
I found out from him.” 
Timberlake first took a chance 
on writing songs for Nsync’s lat- 
est album “Celebrity” in which he 
wrote seven of the 12 songs on the 
album. This gave him further 


encouragement to try going solo. 
Although he insists that Nsync is 
not broken up, the success he is 
having from this album might 
make it difficult to go back and 
share the lime-light with four 
other guys. 

“Justified” is an excellent 
album from start to finish. It has a 
new sound that is much needed in 
the industry. 

Timberlake has _per- 
formed several times since 
the release of his album on 
television and his dancing is 
incredible. He is bringing 
back the song and dance man. 
Influenced by the likes of 
Fred Astaire, Gene Kelley, 
and Michael Jackson, I see 
Timberlake’s career only 
continuing to soar. 

Although many critics 
thought of Timberlake as just 
another boy-band member, his 
solo effort surely will show in 
time that this artist is a legend in 
the making. I think we will be 
hearing about Justin Timberlake 
10, 15 years from now. 


somehow, it’s gotten out again. 
Potter spends most of his time trying 
to stup this creature. 

“| just loved the movie. I thought 
it was so much better than the first 
one,” says Becky Gurlin, 17, another 
fan. She saw the movie the day it 
opened and said she planned on see- 
ing it again. 

Besides trying to unsolve the 
mystery behind the Chamber of 
Secrets, a handful of the things Potter 
experiences in the second book and 
movie include: triumphing on the 
quiddich field (a wizarding sport), 
encountering a pack of giant spiders, 
dealing with his new egotistical 
teacher, being accused of petrifying 
fellow students, and confronting his 
darkest and most feared enemy, Vold- 
sorry, “He who shall not be named.” 

“I’ve sort of gotten into the 
whole Harry Potter craze ever since I 
watched the first movie,” says anoth- 
er fan, Heather Matrazzo, 17. “I’ve 
started reading the books, and now | 
understand why the series is so pop- 
ular.” 

The third movie, “Harry Potter 
and the Prisoner of Azkaban,” begins 
filming in February. It’s not yet 
known when it will be released in 
theaters. 


Not Your Average Joe’s 
lives up to its name 


By FELICIA PADILLA 
Contributing Reporter 


Not Your Average Joe’s restaurant 
is located on 198 Pleasant Valley at 
the Loop mall in Methuen. It is open 
daily 11 to 10 on Saturday and 
Sunday, 10:30 am to 10:30 p.m. The 
menu includes Californian, Tex-Mex 
and Pacific Rim selections. The prices 
for lunch, appetizers range $5.95 to 
6.50, entrees are $7.95 to 8.50. For 
dinner; appetizers cost $3.50 to 12.95 
(combination platter), entrees $13.50 
to 16.95 a complete dinner with wine 
or beer tax and tip cost about $25 a 
person. 

Not Your Average Joe’s is a casu- 
al and creative restaurant. A good 
range of wines and liquors are avail- 
able at the bar. Colorful blue and 
orange oval lamps hang from the ceil- 
ing. The walls are painted with bright 
oranges, greens, and reds. In addition, 
mirrors nicely decorate the bar and 
make it seem longer. You can choose 
high or regular tables; the walls and 
floors are covered with colorful paint- 
ings. Soft country music is played so 
you can relax to the rhythm of the 
songs. It is a great place for you and 
your family to eat and relax. 

Waiter Kristin Wybran says the 
ingredients are fresh and healthy. 
Food is prepared from scratch. The 
use their own imagination in prepar- 
ing their dishes. 

“Not Your Average Joe’s is differ- 
ent from other places because it has 
good value and flavor and tastes in all 
of our dishes.” 

For main courses, they serve 
everything from pizzas to pastas and 
other heartier selections. You will also 
find special dishes like chicken potpie 
($10.95), served with carrots, celery, 
peas, mushrooms, and onions in a 
creamy sauce with a puff pasty top- 
ping. 

Grilled salmon fillet ($13.95) is 
served with Portobello mushrooms, 
vinaigrette, roasted baby potatoes, and 
sautéed baby spinach. Each dish 


comes with your choice of fresh veg- 
etables adding to a delicious meal. 

Pastas are varied, like a dish 
called Mezzaluna ($11.95) prepared 
with creative ingredients. Their Italian 
sauce is prepared with red peppers 
and fresh vegetables. 

Not Your Average Joe’s is known 
for its unique pizzas. The Left Coast 
pizza ($8.95) is served with spinach, 
prosciutto, caramelized onions, 
chopped garlic, and three cheeses. Or 
you can taste the delicious Joe’s 
Kitchen Sink Pizza ($7.95 small and 
large $11.95) or Joe’s schmoplus with 
Italian sausage, pepperoni, green pep- 
pers, mozzarella and onions. 

Desserts include the Peanut 
Butter Thing ($4.95) an enormous 
serving of peanut butter and chocolate 
chunk cookie dough in vanilla ice 
cream with an Oreo cookie crust 
topped with caramel. 

Not Your Average Joe’s is a good 
restaurant with delicious food and 
served in a creative environment. 
Check in soon! 


Camerata returns 


By SHEILA BAILEY 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


The Boston Camerata’s “A 
Renaissance Christmas” begins its 
tour of local churches this 
December. They have toured the 
world performing this concert. The 
concert features music from the 
middle ages and the Baroque era. 

The Camerata has released 30 
recordings, all have been critically 
acclaimed, including its latest 
release, Cantigas. 

Tickets are priced at $45, $35, 
and $25, Mastercard and Visa are 
accepted. Call 617-262-2092 for 
performances in Lexington, West 
Newton, Boston and Cambridge. 

Performances are Dec 7--18. 

Joel Cohen directs. 
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Arts & Entertainment 


students perform 


Dickens classic 


Drama Professor Jim Murphy is Scrooge in “A Christmas 


Carol” this weekend in NECC Top Notch Theater. 


ihe” “NEGG.~ Fine) and 
Performing Arts present “A 
Christmas Carol” on Dec. 12, 13 
and15 at 7 p.m. and Dec. 14 at 2 
p.m. in the Top Notch Theater. 

The performance on Friday, 
Dec. 13 will be ASL interpreted 
for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing. Tickets are $10 general 
admission, $8 for students and 
senior citizens and $5 for chil- 
dren under 12. 

This year’s production fea- 
tures a cast of students alongside 
faculty, and brings back Jim 
Murphy as Scrooge, Arthur 
Barlas as Jacob Marley and Bob 
Ficke as the Charity Man. 

New faculty stars include 
Barbara Stachniewicz, Ginger 
Hurajt, Claire Thompson and Jim 
Brown. CJ Crivaro is stage man- 
aging. 

Reserved seats are available 
for faculty and staff. Twenty-five 
seats will be available for faculty 


——¢§——_ 


Performances are 
Dec. 12, 13 and 15 
at 7 p.m., and Dec. 
14 at 2 p.m. 


and staff for each performance, 
first come/first served. 

To reserve seats call Laura 
Lewis or Julie Carey at extension 
3360. All you need to do is give 
your name and the number of 
seats you would like and you can 
pay at the door. However, no 
reservations will be honored after 
quarter of the hour, so get there 
early. 


By Davip LEVINSON WILK 


Across 

1. Put in again 

9. Long-stemmed flowers 

15 5D Visifears” 

16. It's 39-Across, meaning "to drag" 
17. It's 39-Across, meaning "to talk 
idly" 

18. Civil War historian Foote 
19."Hard _!" (ship command) 
20. Community next to Van Nuys 
22. Kind of story 

25. Not good, but not bad 

26. Letters on a police report 

29. Wannabe 

33. Show 

4. Firms: Abbr. 

5. "Arrangement in Grey and 
lack" painter 
f 


ww 


ws 


37. Pack animal 

8. $$$ provider 

39. Dying language that has some 
ife to it, as evidenced by this puzzle 
3. Ernesto Guevara, to many 

. Dead letters? 

Ratfinks 

. 650, Roman-style 

avai fa! 

. Materializes 

. It's up in the air 

Nighttime temperatures, on a 
weather report 


Ld 


BESE 


+ 
~— 


“awn 


in & 
WN © 


55. Kind of whale 
56. Jungle vines 
58. Daddy-o 


62. Member of the 500 home run 


club 


65. It's 39-Across, meaning "brazen 


nerve" 


68. It's 39-Across, meaning "to com- 


plain" 

69. Break 

70. Raise canines? 
71. Like some seats 


Down 

1. Tabula 

2. Abbr. on a business letter 

3. Spillane's " Jury" 

4. Formidable foe 

5. Commercial prefix for winter 


products 

6. "Music for Airports" composer 
7. Demolish 

8. Archie and Jughead, e.g. 

9. Francis of 


10. It's 39-Across, meaning "the 


human nose" 
Ide ean eee 
of Vincent Van Gogh" 
12. Building add-on 
13. Antietam soldier 
14. Bond, for one 

2) Cor: onte 2. 


: The Autobiography 


R 
Gaoeidy 


_ 


AreeIago www hg VeWT|S giv? rhs S362 Wy Lost-s-et 


SEE ANSWERS, PAGE 13 


23. Affected 

24. Where Swiss may be found 

26. Spiny tree or shrub 

27. It's 39-Across, meaning "fit to 
eat" 

28. Look over 

29. Blue ribbons and gold stars 

30. It's 39-Across, meaning "overly 
used gesture" 

31. With a tough problem to face? 
32. Cinergy Field athlete 

36. Country rtes. 

40."I've said ___ thousand times ..." 
41. Soaks (up) 

42. Bill Clinton's hometown 

46. City southwest of Berlin 

48. It's 39-Across, meaning "a slide" 
or "a skid" 

49. Hate with a passion 

50. Have the deed to 

54. Pelvic bones 

56. Football great Ronnie 

57. Spike Lee's" Gotta Have It" 
59. Word with sea or season 

60. Smooth the way 

61. Tool building 

62. AMEX, e.g.: Abbr. 

63. A 1950 film was "all about" her 
64. "Fever" singer Peggy 

66. Increases 

67. Pod opener? 


Tis, PRETTY MUCH STRAIGHT AWAY. 

25 WITT THE TEN-POUND BALL. 
P AND HEAVE IT AS HARD AS 4DuU 

CaN AT THE PINS. GO FOR IT! 


WHY THE IDEA CE CADVIES 
NEVER CAUGHT ON it THE 
GAME OF BOWLING 


iM) & 
ber ea eg ea 
Ba aes, 


bell Boal EAE lS" 
BREE SS) 
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: This last detail thiowst the idea 
of independence into a cloud of 
uncertainty. The juggling act of 


life seems as though its happening _ 


independently on my shoulders, 
but there’s always the leaning fact 
that rent is free and if 1 don’t have 
my own space am | oe as inde- 
seater as | sink? 


oe thi 
phrase, young adults life, I feel 
that it is always important to keep 
a close group of friends which you 
can take the uncharted walk with. 
For most, myself included, these 
friends are the ones that we have 


me in a, pe the | 


since erade : 


serge or even sooner, oo 


‘these are the people that oe 
: know the best, and the know us 


thick and thin. We have 


for them as wel 
sarily have to 


week, or even every 


we our friends. We can 
ate = oy are going 


_jearn from their experiences ar 


they can learn from © ours. | 


And as we grow we inde- 


pendent, we realize that having 


our old friends around reminds us 


__ of who we are and where we came 
from. They help us grow but also 
help us maintain the inner spark of | 


ourselves. 


We not only need friends to 


remind us of who we are, but also 
of who we wish to become. When 
we feel down its usually a friend 
who is there to help get us up. 
When we feel alone, our friends 


are there to keep us company. And 
as we grow more independent we 


realize that our friends are the peo- 
ple that give us encouragement 


and support and we draw from our 


journey of independence | to give 
oe the same. 


/TMRASTOEPUTIES ers APY AADGIN rn TOMY ew SODA THER 
+ AMARA WATE ANRC ERG RST OLS REET OM ac MCE ONC ws ENE 
prgmeraices AW MOLE ACK GAR GRE owe SEDER CARD LD 
sense 6 ar MTA) SAD GOETH forse eae 


mar reat casvenenc> | 
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Nothing’s better than an eclair; 
chocolate or custard fillings 


‘STARTS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13TH AT THEATRES EVERYWHERE 


There are some desserts that are 
at the top of lists as favorites. 
Desserts that you just won’t share 
with anyone because you want to 
savor each bite yourself. ve heard 
many people say that their preferred 
dessert is an éclair. And what a good 
choice it is. 


Like many desserts there’s a sur- 
prise in the middle, in this case a cus- 
tard filling. There is the flaky crust 
around the center and a creamy 
chocolate icing over the confection. 
By the description it seems easy to 
see why the éclair is a favorite to so 
many. 


The following recipe is a varia- 
tion of the classic éclair dessert. A 
chocolate éclair cake, it has the same 
components as the original éclair, but 
is larger so there’s enough to go 
around and be shared with others. 
You may even want to get creative 
and put a festive decoration on the 
top for the holidays. 

Cake-cake 


Chocolate  Eclair 


recipe 


4 squares (4 0z.) unsweetened 


chocolate, melted 
12 cup boiling water 
14 cup sugar + 1 1/2 cup sugar 
2 14 cup sifted cake flour 
3 teaspoon (tsp) baking powder 


1 tsp salt 


ALPHARETTA, Georgia (AP) 
- Deep discounts driving merchan- 
dise off store shelves this month 
could lead to a busier-than-usual 
shipping rush to restock the shelves 
next month, analysts say. 

Major shippers like United 
Parcel Service and FedEx are pre- 
pared for a shorter holiday shipping 
season —only 17 instead of 21 regu- 
lar shipping days between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas this 
year. But it’s what happens after the 
holidays that could catch them by 
surprise, analysts say. 

“The retailers decided even if 
they’re not going to have a good 
period for profits, they're going to 
have a good period for volume,” 
said Thom Albrecht, an analyst with 
BB&T Capital Markets, in 
Richmond, Virginia ‘What may end 
up happening is January and early 
February may be a little bit better 
than normal. Inventories were fairly 


Spring 


12 cup oil 

7 egg yolks 

7 egg whites 

12 tsp cream of tartar 
34 cup cold water 

1 tsp vanilla 


Ingredients for custard and icing 
recipes 


Preheat oven to 325 degrees. 
Thoroughly combine melted choco- 
late with boiling water and 14 cup 
sugar; cool. In a mixing bowl sift 
together flour, remaining sugar, bak- 
ing powder and salt. Make a well in 
the center of the dry ingredients; add 
in order cooking oil, egg yolks, cold 


lean coming in to the holiday sea- 
son.” 

Atlanta-based UPS and 
Memphis, Tennessee-based FedEx 
expect Dec. 19 to be their peak hol- 
iday delivery days; UPS plans to 
deliver 19 million packages, FedEx 
five million. The companies are 
bringing in part-time seasonal work- 
ers to help; at UPS, it’s 60,000 extra 
people. 

Beyond the holiday, the compa- 
nies are taking a wait-and-see 
approach. 

We're pretty much gearing up 
just for our peak season at this 
point,” said FedEx spokeswoman 
Pam Roberson. *’ After the season, if 
there is a need for us to be in a peak 
mode, we will continue to do what- 
ever it takes to serve the cus- 
tomers.” 

To make things go more smooth- 
ly, shipping companies are encourag- 
ing customers to use their Web sites 


COL LEG SsE 


SE school of Human Services 
WEEKEND COLLEGE FOR ADULTS 


Bachelor's Programs in Human Services 
& Criminal Justice 
500 Commercial Street, Manchester NH 03101-1131 


603-666-5700 or 800-727-0504 x106, Rose Bresnahan 
shsmanchester@ spfldcol.edu 


water and vanilla. Beat until smooth 
(medium speed if a mixer). Stir in 
chocolate mixture. 


In a large bowl combine egg 
whites and cream of tartar. Beat until 
stiff peaks form. Pour chocolate mix- 
ture in a thin stream over entire sur- 
face of egg whites. Fold in gently. Be 
sure that the entire amount of choco- 
late is mixed in. Bake in ungreased 
10 inch tube pan for | hour and 5 
minutes. Invert pan to cool. 


Custard filling recipe 


In saucepan combine 14 cup 
sugar and 14 cup cornstarch; stir in 3 
cups milk. Stir in 2 beaten eggs. 
Cook and stir over medium heat until 
thick and boiling. Add 2 teaspoons of 
vanilla; cover surface with wax 
paper and cool 


Chocolate Icing recipe 


In a sauce pan melt together | (4 
ounce) package of sweet cooking 
chocolate and 3 tablespoons butter 
over low heat; remove from heat, stir 
in | 12 cups sifted confectioners 
sugar and enough hot water (3-6 
tablespoons) to make a pouring con- 
sistency. 


Split the cake into three layers. 
Fill custard between layers and frost 
with chocolate icing. Chill until 
ready to serve. Serves 12 -16. 


Sales causing a shipping backup 


to create address labels and pay ship- 
ping costs to eliminate the time they 
would have to stand in line. 

The companies are also remind- 
ing people that there are fewer ship- 
ping days during the holiday season 
this year. 

UPS driver Vic Kimble, who has 
been with UPS 26 years, said more 
snow in the Northeast could delay 
shipments sent through the air. 

“Everybody wants to know if 
we are behind. I tell them the vol- 
ume will not put us behind,” 
Kimble said. “Only the weather 
will put us behind.” 

Stan Agee, a senior UPS sales 
executive, said weather is always a 
wild card, but he believes UPS is 
well prepared for any situation. 

The company has been closely 
monitoring retail sales patterns in 
recent weeks to prepare for the peak 
holiday shipping period. UPS has 
also been focusing on its Internet 
ship option. 

“Many people are picking up 
their Christmas gifts now,” Agee 
said. *’The light is now on that they 
if they don’t have their shipments in 
the system in time, their family and 
friends won't have them on 
Christmas.” 

There also are indications more 
people are buying gifts online 
because of discounts being offered 
on shipping. Seattle-based 
Amazon.com, for instance, is offer- 
ing free shipping through Tuesday 
on some holiday orders, depending 
on the price. 
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Health & Happiness 


Horoscopes 


BY MISS ANNA 
For week 12/8 - 12/14/02 


ARIES: — (March 21-April 20) 

Just when you were on a roll, 
your momentum slows down and 
everything sputters to a snail’s pace. 
Plan a few outings to spice things 
up. If you’ve been holding your 
feelings back, don’t go to the other 
extreme and express affections 
intensely. 


TAURUS: 
21) 

You may feel on top of the 
world, both physically and emotion- 
ally—don’t take unnecessary risks. 
Use a close friend as a sounding 
board for those ideas that have been 
churning within you for some time. 
If practical, your ideas will be good. 


(April 21 - May 


GEMINI: (May 22 - June 21) 

Just being yourself will be a big 
asset in the workplace and at home. 
Your personal finance situation is 
rosy, be aware of get rich quick 
schemes, and make sure to think 
things through completely. Adjust to 
whatever it is that is bothering you. 


CANCER: (June 22 - July 23) 

Doors will open which will lead 
to wonderful family, property or 
household developments. Start the 
week with your eye fixed on an 
important target. If you don’t con- 
centrate and stick to your resolve, a 
number of possible distractions will 
send you off course. 


LEO: (July 24- August 23) 

Your romantic prospects are 
likely to enjoy a lively upswing dur- 
ing the weeks ahead, as well as life 
in general. You will no doubt have 
more free time for pleasures. The 
romance theme will continue for 
some time, but you now have a more 
realistic view about love. 


VIRGO 
September 23) 

A brighter future, concerning 
career activities, will now be in 
plain view. Many actions will be 
related to your income, so plan care- 
fully. There is a fortunate accent on 
your home and property interests 
this week, and your personal aims 
are supported by all. 


(August 24- 


LIBRA: 
October 23) 
Don’t push your luck concern- 
ing a job or career opportunity. 
Confidence is good, but what you 
may be banking on now is not a sure 


(September 24 - 


thing. Your efficiency on the job 
will be noted by a superior. You will 
receive answers to some questions 
today. 


SCORPIO: 
November 22) 

Caution is the keyword. Try not 
to sound off in the heat of the 
moment; you will no doubt say 
things you will later regret. Be care- 
ful regarding any transportation 
plans. You have ideas which will 
eventually come to fruitation, but be 
practical. 


(October 24 - 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 23 
- December 21) 

Love and marriage is definitely 
in the air. If you are already married, 
you and your partner will share and 
communicate even more, which will 
strengthen the rapport within your 
relationship. If you are presently on 
the sidelines, you may soon fall in 
love! 


CAPRICORN: 
January 20) 

This week may seem long and 
unduly drawn out. There is trouble 
everywhere you look, so be aware of 
what you say and what you do; oth- 
ers may be overly sensitive. 
Concentrate on doing your best at 
work, instead of worrying about 
romantic uncertainties. 


(December 22 - 


AQUARIUS: 
February 19) 

Don’t take on anymore tasks 
than you can really handle, or you 
may find yourself feeling totally 
drained. If there is a problem, you 
need to speak out and not let nega- 
tive feelings fester inside. Work on 
your various friendships this week, 
people need to know you care. 


(January 21 - 


PISCES: 
March 20) 

A family member or friend 
could use some of your sympathy 
and quiet understanding this week. 
You are in tune to a lover’s feelings 
and are appreciated for this fact. 
Watch out for any mood swings 
which may cause you to overdo it 
with regards to spending or eating 
and drinking. 


(February 20 - 


IF THIS WEEK IS YOUR 


BIRTHDAY: You don’t make it easy 
for other people to know you, 
putting up big walls between you 
and those around you and wonder- 
ing why no one tries to get through 
them. Let others see your fun-loving 
side. 


Natures Remedy: 


Another reason 
to love chocolate 


By KRISTIN BELL 
Health & Happiness Editor 


The first form of chocolate was a 
foamy, bitter drink called “choco- 
latl,” introduced in Europe in 1528. It 
was not until hundreds of years later 
in 1876 that milk, chocolate powder 
and cocoa butter were combined to 
form a solid milk chocolate as we 
know it today. 

From that time, production and 
consumption of chocolate has 
expanded globally. In fact, over two 
billion pounds of chocolate are con- 
sumed annually in just the U.S. That 
averages out to be 11 pounds of 
chocolate per person per year. This 
number may be so high because some 
are said to have a chocolate addic- 
tion; not knowing when to put the 
chocolate down and walk away. 

There are also nutritional proper- 
ties that pertain to chocolate. During 
World War II it was given to soldiers 
because of its high nutritional content 
and good shelf life. Today, athletes 
and astronauts take advantage of its 
high fat and carbohydrate contents to 
boost energy levels. Even Snickers 


markets their chocolate bar as an 
energy booster. 

The International Food 
Information Center reports that the 
components of chocolate included in 
a 15 ounce bar of milk chocolate pro- 
vides 9 percent of the Recommended 
Daily Allowance for calcium, 3 per- 
cent for iron, 6 percent for protein, 9 
percent for riboflavin and 2.4 percent 
for vitamin A. Chocolate is also par- 
ticularly rich in magnesium. Before 
we go thinking that it’s a healthy 
snack remember that chocolate also 
has a high calorie content (2130 kJ 
energy/ 100g of milk chocolate) due 
to its considerable contents of fat, 
28.3 percent, and sugar, approxi- 
mately 62.5 percent. 

Chocolate cravings have been 
observed in 40 percent of women and 
14 percent of men, reports the IFIC. 
In many females cravings occur 
almost entirely during the onset of 
menstruation. Additionally, chocolate 
is also used by both genders as self- 
medication for depressive syn- 
dromes, indicating a physiological 
basis for craving influenced by hor- 
mone levels and mood. 

In addition to nutritional proper- 


To me, Elvis means 


By ERIN METCALF 
Contributing Reporter 


I know exactly what you’re 
thinking, “Great, an article on the 
deceased king of rock and roll.” 
Actually, “Elvis” is my 1989 
Honda Accord DX. 

My car has always been 
known as Elvis because when I 
bought it from my boyfriend’s 
sister that’s what she had 
always called it. The name 
kind of stuck. 

Elvis has given me a lot of 
freedom and for that reason | love 
my car. Like this morning, my mom 
was freaking out about something 
and for once in my life I could just 
leave and not listen to it. I can 
always go out and come back 
whenever I want to as long as I call 
if | stay out after 12. 

Elvis is my own storage unit. I 
could never usually buy the stuff 
that I really wanted or buy presents 


unless they were last minute 
because I had no place to put them. 
I don’t even think I’ve stayed home 
lately besides to sleep and check 
my email every once in a while. 

I never realized how much I 


hate 
sitting at 
home. I actu- 
ally drove to 
Plum Island from campus a couple 
weeks ago because I was bored and 
didn’t feel like going home. 

It has surprised me how much I 
use Elvis. Normally it’s just some- 


ties, the fat and carbohydrate con- 
tents add to its appeal through 
enhancement of sweetness and tex- 
ture. The comforting qualities of 
chocolate may be in part due to these 
sensory properties. The feelings of 
fullness and satisfaction stimulated 
by the high fat content of chocolate 
and the rapid energy boost provided 
by its sugar content, improve energy 
levels and feelings of well being. 

The caffeine in chocolate is its 
greatest stimulant. Its effects include 
stimulation of the nervous system, 
heart and glands as well as suppres- 
sion of appetite and tiredness. 

Chocolate is limited in its use as 
a functional food due to its high sugar 
and fat contents; however cocoa con- 
tains the functional constitutes of 
chocolate with no sugar and very lit- 
tle fat. Cocoa is currently under 
investigation for potential functional 
properties as an antioxidant. 

It is possible that, in the future, 
chocolate and cocoa may be once 
again regarded as medicinal products 
rather than luxury foods, and choco- 
late products may be consumed for 
their health promoting as well as 
comforting properties. 


freedom 


thing that takes me from point A to 
point B, but I absolutely love my 
car. I use it for everything. Sure I 
could have a brand new Mercedes, 
but I’m sure I’d freak out if I came 
close to even spilling a drop of cof- 
fee in my seat. 

I use everything as an excuse to 
go out and use my car, and, well, to 
stay out of the house. | think you 
can tell by now that my parents 
drive me nuts. 

It’s quite interest- 
ing when you 
think about it 
really. | mean, I 
think a teenager’s 
car is like their 

savior. They can 
go out when they 
want, they can go any- 

where they want, and they can 

avoid annoying parents. Now I 
wish that I had gotten my license 
sooner. Oh well, now that I have it 

and Elvis, I’m all set. 

Freedom at last! 


Women’s Network sells stocking stuffers 


The Women’s Network, a divi- 
sion of the Career Development 
Center at NECC, is selling creative 
stocking stuffers and holiday gifts to 
support their scholarship fund. 

Magnets created from matted 
hand-stamped inspirational quotes 
in two sizes in a variety of colors are 
selling from $2 and $3. Small memo 
pad notebooks with fancy bows and 
hand-stamped covers are available 
for $4. 

All of the items for sale were 
produced by students and staff mem- 
bers as a special project called 
“Cash for Crafts” to raise money for 


en . @:let ee 


Crafts will be sold in 
the cafeteria Mondays 
and Wednesdays. 


he Women’s Network Scholarship 
Fund. 

The Women’s Network provides 
various workshops on both campus- 
es dedicated toward supporting 


women’s growth and empowerment. 

The craft items are available 
Monday through Friday at the 
Women’s Drop-In Center located in 
Room F-120 in the Student Center 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Volunteers will also be selling 
the crafts in the cafeteria on 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 12- 
1 p.m. until the end of the semester. 

The Women’s Network extends 
wishes for a happy and safe holiday 
season to all and encourages all 
women to participate in upcoming 
spring workshops, Finally Fridays 
and the Book Club. 
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Which 7-6 team will make the 
NEL playofts? 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


In the Dec. 
5 edition of the 
Boston Herald 
Tony Massarotti 
reported that the 
Red Sox are 
interested in 
possibly acquir- 
- ing first base- 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


I will be simple in my reponse 
and quote Denver Bronco QB 
Brian Griese: 

“I don’t think we deseerve it 
right now. We’ve lost three in a 
row and any team that has lost 


The key components to a 
playoff team in the NFL are pret- 
ty basic, veteran leadership, solid 
special teams and big play ability. 

Of all the 7-6 teams in the 
league, the Kansas City Chiefs 


fill all these requirements the _ three in a row doesn’t deserve to be man Erubiel 
best. a playoff team.” Durazo from 
The Broncos also have two the Arizona 


Of the Chiefs six losses this 
season none of them have been 
by more than seven points. 

Kansas City has the top rush- 
er in the league in Priest Holmes, 
who is on pace to break Marshall 
Faulk’s record for most touch- 
downs in a season. 

Trent Green has proved a 
more than adequate quarterback 


Diamondbacks. 

Not a bad idea, Durazo has hit 47 
home runs in less than 800 career at- 
bats and would be an upgrade over 
current first basemen Brian 
Daubauch and Tony Clark. 

However, the part of the report 
that doesn’t jibe is the fact that 
Arizona is seeking All-Star third 


tough games to end the season; 
first up the Kansas City Chiefs , 
also 7-6, at home and then it’s off 
to Oakland to face the Raiders, 9-4. 

Denver beat KC in OT earlier 
this year, but the Raiders dominat- 
ed the Broncos 34-10 in the earlier 
match up. 

The other thing is Denver is 


throwing for 2,906 yards and 21 doesn’t look good in head-to-head baseman Shea Hillenbrand — in 
touchdowns. tie breakers. They lose that battle exchange for Durazo. 
Massarotti stated that 


to Miami, Indy and Oakland. Not 
too mention they are just 4-5 in the 
AF€. 

If Denver was to have a shot at 
making the playoffs, I think they 
would have to win both of their last 
two games which will not be easy. 
Especially when one of them is on 
the road in Oakland. 

So in short, | don’t think any of 
the 7-6 teams; KC, Denver, 
Cleveland Browns or the New 
York Giants have a real legitimate 
shot at making the play offs. 

But, I have been wrong before. 


In the Chiefs 49-10 thrashing 
of St. Louis on Dec. 8 Dante Hall 
returned both a punt and kickoff 
for touchdowns in the first half. 

Dick Vermeil knows what it 
takes to win, having led the Rams 
to victory in Super Bowl XXXIV. 

The Chiefs defense has strug- 
gled at times this season, but has 
made significant progress in the 
last two weeks including a 
shutout against the Arizona 
Cardinals. 

When you add it all up the 
Chiefs are the favorite of the 
teams with a 7-6 record to make 
the playoffs. 


Hillenbrand is attractive because he 
is a low-salaried player with just two 
years of major league experience, 
meaning he is not eligible for salary 
arbitration. 

No kidding, then why wouldn’t 


After a 
| much _§antici- 
' pated Turkey 
Day break I 
am back with 
/ some more 
rants and raves 
as we wind 
; down this 
semester and I 


We _ start 
with the Patriots, who have been 
winning ugly, but winning. Look, the 
offense has been struggling, they 
commit too many penalties and their 
run defense is scarier than Linda 
Blair in The Exorcist. But the Pats 
are in control of their destiny as they 
head into Bledsoe Bow! II. 

Staying with the NFL, no one 
can deny that Emmitt Smith is NFL 
royalty but if the Cowboys had any 
sense (which they don’t) Troy 


Red ‘Sox: New General oe Theo” 
: Epstein i is entetaining numerous trade talks. 
heading in to the MLB winter meetings in 
Nashville. 
Bruins: The Black and Gold continue to roll” 
sporting a 19-4-3 record as of Dec. 9. The B's 
signed captain Joe Thornton to a one year exten- 
sion on Dec. 2. 


*Information from team web sites was used in this report 


sheen erence mass. otust 


the Sox want to keep Hillenbrand on 
the roster? Sure, the team would be 
upgrading at one position, but they 
would be taking a huge hit at anoth- 
er. 

Hillenbrand has played in 295 
games for the Sox over the course of 
his two seasons in Boston. In that 
time he has recorded 309 hits, 132 


rr Te 


It’s guys like Hillenbrand, 
Casey Fossum and Johnny 
Damon that the Sox need to 
build a team around. 


RBI’s, a .280 batting average and 
has played better than average third 
base. 

Not to mention the fact that 
Hillenbrand was named the starting 
third baseman in the 2002 All-Star 
Game, a feat that hasn’t been 
achieved by a Red Sox third base- 
man since Wade Boggs. 

Mix in the fact that in all likeli- 


Hambrick would be getting most of 
the carries at this point in the season. 

Emmitt has been tremendous but 
at some point you have to prepare for 
the future. Hambrick and his bruising 
style are the future of the “Boys so 
Chan, Jerry or whatever puppet is 
running that team this week needs to 
get him some PT this year. 

In our last issue, Tim Silva and 
Gayle Simone discussed who should 
be the Rams starter at QB, Kurt 
Warner or Marc Bulger. 

Well, with the benefit of hind- 
sight, I think it is safe to say that 
Mike “The Self Appointed Genius” 
Martz should’ve left the kid in. You 
would think he might have learned a 
thing or two from Bill Belichick and 
Tom Brady last year? 

Speaking of the National 
Cannabis, I mean _ Basketball 
Association; I was truly shocked to 
hear that Portland Trailblazers’ 
Rasheed Wallace and Damon 


Stoudamire were cited for marijuana 
possession. 

NBA players smoking pot? Nah! 
I think we should run a poll asking 


the 1990's to ve the Super B vi an 
following s Season. ae - 


it ain’t so Theo 


hood the Sox will only be able to 
keep one of their three superstars 
when Nomar Garciaparra, Pedro 
Martinez and Derek Lowe all 
become free agents at the end of the 
2004 season, and it makes no sense 
for new general manager Theo 
Epstein to deal Hillenbrand. 

It’s guys like Hillenbrand, 
Casey Fossum and Johnny Damon 
that the Sox need to build a solid 
team around especially if one or all 
of the above mentioned stars leave 
town in a couple years. 

The Sox missed the boat on bud- 
ding stars such as Jeff Bagwell and 
Curt Schilling in the past. Granted, 
they were unproven minor leaguers 
and the Sox were living for the 
moment but Hillenbrand is far from 
unproven. 

Shea is only 27 years old and 
makes $260,000 a year while 
putting up numbers that high priced 
stiffs like Clark can’t even 
approach. 

Make one of the first player per- 
sonal decisions of your G.M. career 
a good one Theo, don’t trade 
Hillenbrand. 

You and all of Red Sox nation 
will regret it if you do. 


Rants on the NBA, Raves for LJ 


the question: Who smokes more pot, 
Cypress Hill fans or NBA players? 

Can the Celtics please keep Vin 
Baker away from the buffet lines? I 
thought Mike Hampton was overpaid 
but Vin has taken the word to a new 
level. I will never understand how 
someone’s skills can diminish so fast. 
It wasn’t that long ago that Vin was 
one of the better players in the 
league. Nowadays he makes his 
money impersonating Pervis Ellison. 

Finally, my pick for the presti- 
gious Heisman Trophy is Penn 
State’s Larry Johnson (no not 
Grandmamma). 

Johnson has rushed for 2,015 
yards and is averaging 8.0 yards per 
carry. Sick, right? Did I mention that 
he weighs 225 pounds and runs a 
4.55 40? 

It is safe to say that he isn’t going 
to flop like past Penn State busts 
Blair Thomas and Curtis Enis. 

He would look very nice in a 
Pats’ uniform so let’s hope and pray 
that Bledsoe and the Bills don’t win 
anymore games (sorry Gayle). 
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NECC basketball: rivals from the city & stats 


Roxbury is Duke of 
Division ITI junior 
college basketball 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


As far as Massachusetts commu- 
nity college basketball is concerned 
Roxbury is comparable to Duke. 

Year after year the Tigers turn out 
blue chip player after blue chip play- 
er. A playground basketball hotbed, 
RCC is a prime pit stop for kids that 
need to get their grades up before 
heading to big time division one 
schools. 

The NECC men’s basketball 
team plays RCC every season and 
every season the Knights know there 
in for a battle. 

Last year, in the first round of the 


NJCAA tournament in Springfield, 
the Tigers knocked off the Knights 
74-46 on their way to the regional 
championship. 

RCC’S record from 1999-2001 
was a ridiculous 74-3 including two 
national championships. 

In the 2000-01 season the Tigers 
rolled to a 31-0 record before falling 
in the semi-finals to Cedar Valley out 
of Texas. 

In the spring 2002 edition of 
Dime Magazine, RCC was featured 
in an article by Pat Cassidy. 

“When we roll into a gym, we 
know just what it must feel like to be 
Duke,” RCC guard Dre Daley told 
the magazine. 

The thing that sets Daley and the 
entire RCC program apart from the 
rest of America’s junior colleges, is 
their daily practice routine. 

The Tigers practice every day 
from 7:00 A.M. until 9:00 A.M. 
before heading off to classes. After 
their school day is over the Tigers lift 


weights up until their evening prac- 
tice at 5:00. 

A lot of the RCC players come 
from tough backgrounds. Playing 
ball at “The Rock” is one of the only 
escapes for some of them. 

“All of them have rough stories, 
where they’ve come from, where 
they’ve been,” said RCC coach Leon 
Graves. 

“All of them are hard. If they did- 
n’t have this team, most of these kids 
would be out hanging on the street 
corners, doing nothing or getting into 
trouble.” 

This season, Roxbury is off to 
another fast start, including a 81-66 
win over NECC on Dec. 3. 

One thing’s for sure, the players 
here at NECC are definitely better 
for having competed against the 
Tigers. 

That level of competition bumps 
up a whole team’s level of play. 


Lady Knights 
continue to play 
at high level 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


Members of the NECC women’s 
basketball team have been putting up 
pretty impressive numbers this sea- 
son. 

Sophomore center Amanda 
Ducharme is closing in on 100 
rebounds for the season to go with 
88 points, eight assists and seven 
steals. 

Freshman guard Shakti Desai 
has scored 53 points, grabbed 14 
rebounds and swiped 17 steals. 

Forward Paula Harrison is the 
team leader in steals with 22. The 
Lady Knights are also getting strong 


Top 10 football players of all-time: 
Walter Payton 


“Sweetness” the 
second best 
of all-time 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


“Sweetness,” The nickname says 
it all. The image of Walter Payton 
slicing and dicing his way through 
defenders was just that, sweet. 

When Payton died in 1999 fol- 
lowing a rare liver disease, he was 
remembered not just for his exploits 
on the field but for the way he carried 
himself both on and off it. 

“Walter exemplified class, and 
all of us in sports should honor him 
by striving to perpetuate his standard 
Ou a sexcellence,*~~="said= » NFL 
Commissioner Paul Tagliabue in a 
statement following Payton’s death. 

“The tremendous grace and dig- 
nity he displayed in his final months 
reminded us again why ‘Sweetness’ 
was the perfect nickname for Walter 
Payton.” 

Drafted in the first round out of 
Jackson State by the Chicago Bears 
in 1975 ( fourth overall) Payton aver- 
aged 3.5 yards a carry while scoring 
seven touchdowns and compiling 
679 yards on 196 attempts. The 3.5 
average would be the lowest of his 
career. 

“Sweetness,” enjoyed his best 
season in 1977 scoring 14 touch- 
downs, (a total he matched in 1979) 
notching 1,852 yards on 339 carries 
for an average of 5.5. 

Payton put up legit numbers 
while playing on some of the leanest 
teams the Bears have ever fielded. 

The second leading rusher in 
NFL history finally got to sip from 
the Holy Grail in 1986 when the 


Bears ran rough shot through the 
league en route to a 46-10 win over 
the New England Patriots in Super 
Bowl XX. 

Payton retired after the 1987 sea- 
son with his name attached to numer- 
ous NFL records. “Sweetness” holds 
three rushing records including most 
attempts (3,838), yards in a game 
(275 vs. Minnesota in 1977) and 
games with 100 yards or more (77). 

It’s hard to find someone who 
has a bad thing to say about Walter 
Payton. From former coaches like 
Mike Ditka, to opponents like former 
Miami Dolphins quarterback Dan 
Marino, all the way to other leg- 
endary sports figures such as 
Michael Jordan. 

“He was the best football player 


I’ve ever seen, and probably one of 


the best people I’ve ever met,’ Ditka 
told the Sporting News. 

Marino told the publication 
“When I came into the league | 
looked up to him, not only as a play- 
er, but how he handled himself as a 
person.” 

“Walter was a Chicago icon long 
before | arrived there,” added Jordan. 
“He was a great man off the field, 
and his on-the-field accomplish- 
ments speak for themselves.” 

Emmitt Smith, the man who 
broke Payton’s all-time rushing 
record in 2002, echoed Jordan’s sen- 
timents to the Sporting News. 

“Walter Payton was an inspira- 
tion to me by the way he carried him- 
self on the field and off the field.” 

Payton was elected to nine Pro 
Bowls in his career, was named NFL 
Player of the Year in 1977 and 1985 
and was named to the NFL’S All- 
Time Team in 1995. 

“Sweetness earned the highest 
honor in football in 1993 when he 
was elected to the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame. 


Next week #1 


play in the low post from newcomer 
Kristen St. Louis. 

On Nov. 23 the Lady Knights 
suffered a setback falling to 
Manchester 49-29, 

NECC rebounded against 
Quinsigamond the day before 
Thanksgiving with a huge 64-33 
win. 

The team has big games coming 
up including Springfield Tech on 
Dec. 11 and Central Maine on Dec. 
14. 

A true test for NECC and first 
year coach Steve Bogdansky will be 
the re-match portion of the schedule 
which begins on Jan. 9 against Mass 
Bay. 

The Knights will finish face off 
against Massasoit, their opening 
night opponent, on Jan. 20. 

NECC will play Quinsigamong 
again on Feb. 17. 


#2 


All photos courtesy of sportingnews.com 


Walter Payton was known for his unbelievable vision, he seemed to see things before they happened 


=a 
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Peace ralley in Spurk brings faculty and students together 


All photos by Steven M. Gilleo 


Faculty and students hold hands in a demonstration of peace. 


Students hold a hand-made sign which reads: “May peace prevail on earth.” 


On-lookers share in the festivities. 


Prof. Jane Thiefels makes a plea for peace. 


Prof. Frank DeSarro, center, leads students and faculty in the peace rally. 


